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measure prevents shiiar things being done by
others.

The 3IINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That the further consideration of Clause
29 be postponed until after consideration of
the second schedule.

fktion put and paissed.

Clauses 30 to 33--agreed to.
New clause:

Hon. Jr. 11'. KIRWAN: I move-
That a new clause, to stand as Clause 341, be

added as follows:- The provisions of this Act
shall apply only to the metropolitan area "

The need for such legislation may be felt in Perth
and Fremantle, but not in the outside districts.
At the present time, there are no architects
on the eastern goldfields, so that the Bill is not
required for their protection. If building
operations are required in the outer parts, there
is nothing to prevent architects in the metrop.
politan area being engaged to do the necessary
work.

The MIINISTER FOR EDUCATION:. It
would he a great mistake to agree to the new
clause. It would mean that people connected
with tha architectural profession in the country
districts would have no opportunity of qualifying
to be a registered architect. There must be
some such persons in the country, districts.

Ron. A. 4. H. Saw: There must he some
in Bunbury and othear places like that.

Hon. A. H. PANTON:- I support the new
clause, hut I think "metropolitan area " should
he clearly defined, because factories and other
such buildings are extending out from the city
areas, and provision Should he made to cover
them.

Hon. J. A. GREWG: The new clause is a
reasonable one, and theme is nothing to prevent
people in the country districts interested in this
profession from carrying out operations and
finally becoming registered should they so desire.

New clause pub and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes ............... 1
Noes................7

Majority foi

Azs.
H1n. J1. Cornell Hon.
HOn. 3. Cunnnhamn Hon.
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon.
HOn. J. W. Hicltcy Hon.
Hon. J. W. Kirwan HOn.
HOn. A. Lovelcin

NOES.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch IHon
Hon. .7. Nicholson Ho0ni
Hon. E. Roe non.
Hon. A. J. H. Saw 1
New Cluse thus passe d.

Schedules-agreed to.

Progress reported.

4

Jr. Mills
T. Moore
A. H. Panton
H. Stewart
V. Hamereley-

(Teller.)

F. E. S. Willmot
;lrE. H. Witienoom
C. McKenzie

(relcr.)

*,House adjourned 11-82 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p."'., and read prayers.

QLTESTION-WATER SUPPLY, M-NETRO-
POLITAN AREAk.

Captain CARTER asked the Minister for
Works: In view of the increasing aiid, in
sonieceases, uitter disability under which peo-
ple living On the higher levels of the city
are suiffering in regard to water supply, when
is it his intention to place restrictions upon
the general supply of water to the city andl
s11bhrbs'

The MIflNISTER FOR WVORKS replied:
As soon as the administration are satisfied
it is necessary to do so.

QUESTJON-KL'RBAWANG FIREWOOD
COM1PANY, NEW CUTTING RIGHTS.
Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked

the Premier: Will lie lay on the Table of
the House the file relating to the applicatbna
of the Kurrawang Firewood Company for
the cutting rights in the new area South-
West Of Coolgardie, and also the file dealing
with the samne comnpany's application to coit-
struct a wood line to the locality in ques-
tion.

The PREMUIER replied: I have no objec-
tion to the production of these papers.

SELECTE CO MMITTEE-WAR GRATUITY
BONDS.

Presentation of Report.

,Mr. Wilson brought up the report of the
select Committee appointed to inquire into
the transactions in connection with War
Gratnity Bonds.

Report received and read and ordered to
be printed.

P3ILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Permanent Reserves (No. 2).
2, Laud Agents.

Transmitted to the Council-
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BILL-CLOSER SETTLE-MENT.

in Committee.
tResumed f romi the previous day; M1r.

;Stubbas in the Chair, the Prenmier in charge
-of the Dill.

Postponed Clause 7-Acoquisitioni of land:
The CHAIRMAN: At the previous sit-

timg the Premtier moved the following
atendmnet-

Strike out all wordIs after "tbased"~ in
line -1 of Subelause (3) down to " 1895,''
in line 5, and insert the following in ien.
thereof:-' t(a) On the unimproved value
of the land which shall be deemed to be
±he Ant1ou1t at which the unimproved value
is assessed for timne beintg under tite Lanud
and Incotme Tax Assessment Act, 1907,
with tetn per centmn added thereto; and'
(b) On the fair value of the imtprovemsents
zssersed at the added value given to the
laud for the time being by reason of such
improvements; to be agreed upon between
the owner and any mortgagee or any other
person having any interest in the land and
the Board, or determtined by arbitration
tinder the Arbitration Act, 1905.''

'Mr. A. THO'MSON: Ir hope the Premier
-will accept a proviso as follows, which 11
propose to move as an amendment to parn-
graph (a) of Itis antetidnict-

Provided that tltis section shill not ap-
ply until due dlate of 1922 laud tax re-
turn.

My object. is to b, fair and just to tltose
people who may have been sending in a reas-
onable valuation for th.-ir land. It is quite
possible that if some land owners had known
that their property was likely to be taken
at the valuation they showed on their returns,
they w-ould have pult in a muelt higher valua-
tion on which thtey would have been pre-
pared to pay taxation. IF hope the Premier
will agree to a-1d a proviso such as [1 suig-
gest.

7Mr. MN E:What is the Premier's in-
tention in connection with the proviso which
is attached to the' clause at the present time?

The PREMIER: The proviso referred to
-only applies to a, distribution of the money.
There may be claims against comLpensation,
such as mortgages antI so forth, and in the
event of a dispute, the money will be paid
into court and distributed in accordance with
the Act.

Mr. PICKERING: 'Menibers should htav'e
some idication as to u-hat it is proposed to
insert in lieu of the words to be struck out.
It mnay be that sonic othter formn of taxation
is to be imposed. Information of that soart
-will help us to decide or attitude regarding
the anmendment. People have already put
in their unimproved land values for taxa-
tion purposes, but when tbey dlid so they
dlid not know that their returns would] he
uLsed as a lever against thenm.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I presume they put
in a fair price.

Mr. PICK ERING: But if they bad known
that such a proposal as this would have been
made, they might have put in a higher vain-
ation.

Ho]n. P. Collier: Are you charging all land
owners with being dishontest!

'Mr. Johtnston : -No, but there is a sentimen-
tal attachment to homies iii the country
which has to be taken into consideration.

Mr. P[CKEENG: Pr-obably the great
majority of people owning properties have
not ipeluded in their retnrns a valuiation ro-
presenting the figure at which they would be
jprepared to sell their laud. 'We should ake
provision for amended returns to be put in.

Hon. P. Collier: Its ordler to protect (lis-
htontesty!

Mr. lohnston: Nothing of the kind.
-Mr. PICKYEINGT: T suppose the member

for Boulder has put in a return at a figure
w-hich is not what hie wold expect to receive.

Hon. P. Collier: I put in inore than rthe
piopert ' is likely to yield.

Mr. PfrCKE~rNO(:: The position of snmall
propeities is slightly different from that af-
fecting large areas. In view of the passing'
Of such a, mneasure, a.n opportunity should be
given to land owners to submit amiended
values which would represent the value upon
which they were p~repared to pay increased
taxation, in view of the Bill. By that means,
ire would get something like thie fair value
of the properties. The Prenmier should agree
to the insertion of a proviso. to that effect.

Mr. JOHNSTO'N: The point that appeals
to mce is that unless the Premier is prepared
to accept a prn'iso sticit as that outlined,
some mnemrbers might prefer the clause as it
stands. T do not consider the position front
rthe standipoint of whether Or not a land-
owner has been paying taxation on what lie
has put in as a fair aind reasonable valuation.
T consider it front the standpoint of people
w.ho have been on their properties for 20 or
40 rears and] hare developed a sentimental at-
tachmient for their homes. Particularly- does
this apply in the Soutlt-Westera portions of
tlse State, where people have been born on
their properties and have no desire to go else-
%%here. In some instances, this land was
selected ever 20 or 30 years ago, and for
years they have worked to overcome the poison
difficulty. f distrust any valuatioa wrhich
wrould he given for work dlone over wnnmber
of years in the eradication of poison.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The valuation would
bie arrived at byv arbitration.

MAr. JOHNSTONY: That is the valuation 1
distrust. This -provision Will aipp'ly to land
which is used for grazing purposes and the
production of remarkably fine wool.

Mr. Mnnsie: Then the Bill will not apply
to it.

Mr. JOHNSTO'N: But the board might
say that the land could be put to better
,use for closer settlement purposes. Arbitra-
tion is not likely to give the, settler a fair
valuation for the work dlone in getting rid at
poi~on over a period of 20 years or so.
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Mr. WILLOOCK: The member for WiT-
liams-Narrogin has attacked the whole pi-
ciple of the Dill, which is to take over estates
which have been held up for years without be-
ing properly used. It seeks to attack the very
land the hon. member has been speaking
about, land where only a few sheep are run
and which has been held up for 40 or 50
years

The Premier: The Bill does not apply to
im proved land.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It edn be construed to
mecan that it does apply, because of the very
wide construction to be placed upon the term
"partially improved]." It has been sug-
gested that a man should be allowed to re-
tain his property for his children. Are we to
hold uip the development of Western Austra-
lia until such time as a man's family has
grown uip. Some of these people are not mnar-
ried yet; it is a ridiculous suggestion. Tak2
the ease of Xcndenuip. If the Hassell family
liked to run a few sheop over their estate,
because of sentimental reasons, Rendentip
would not have been possible. Are* the in-
terests of the State to be sacrificed to that
of the individual? I support the clause and
object to the proviso suggested.

The PREMIER: The Bill applies to free-
hled land only and hindI which is unu1tilised
and unproductive. It does not apply to land
su~ch as that suggested by tbe mnember for
Williatna-Narrogin. Land which is being
fairly uised] cannot comc uinder the Bill.

'Mr. M'%ann: WVill the Bill affect a property
such as Edgar's at Gingin, where he goes in
for stud stock?

The PiREMIER: If the property is utilised,-
the Bill will not apply' .

Ion. P. Collier: in that case-, the land is
being put to good use.

The PREMIER: Of course. The Bill only
applies to the fair unimproved value of un-
utilised and unproductive land, for taxation
purposes.

lion. IV. C. Angwiu: Your friends are
afraid they have not put in a faqir value for
their land.

The PREMIER: I do not see that there
is ny danger whatever about this clause. All
that a manl has to do is to bring his land into
Ilse.

Mr. 'Mann:- Suppose a man caine along
and said that the Dandarragn estate. for
instance, could be utilised for the purpose of
growing wheat; wouldl it be obligatory on the
owner of the property to cut it up so that
it might be used for wheat growing?

The PREMIER: This House does not ex-
pect a man to ploegh, sow and reap ever-
acre he possesses. The House does expe !t
that a tun will deal fairly with the land
which he holds.

The CHAIRMIAN: I will put the amend-
nment in sections. The first amendment is,
That all the, words after "'based" in line 1
be strut-li out for the purpose of inserting
other words.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes -. . . 32
Noes .. . . 10

Majority for

A
Air. Angwln
M r. Boylanid
Mr, Broun
Mr. Carter
Mir. Obiesson
Mr. Collier
Mlr. Corboy
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Heron
M r' Lambert
M r. Lutey
Mr. H. X. Maley
Mr. Mann
Mr. McCallum

Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angelo
Denton
Durack
Harrison
Hlclnaott

22

YE.
-Sir .lsnies M14t'helt
Mr-. Money
Mr, Manse
Mr. Richardson.
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Sitnoans
Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. 3. M. Smith
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr, Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Witleock
Mr. Wtison
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

NOES,
IMr. Johnston

Mr. C. C. Maley
Mr. Pickering

M.A. Thomson

Mr lse(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Thle PREIER: I move-
That the following paragraph be in-

sertedi in lien of the words struck out--
''(a) Onl the unimproved value of the
land which shall be deemed to he the
amount at which the unimproved value
is assessed for time being under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907,
wvith tell per centurn added thereto; and"'
Mr. A. THOMSON: I iove an amend-

mlet-
That the following proviso be added to

the paragraph:--' 'Provided that this
section shall not apply until the due date
of the 1922 land tax returns.''

The land and int-ore tax returns have been
sent in without any knowledge of the pro-
posal to submit legislation of this descrip-
tion, and those of us wvho have a personal
knowledge of taxation iu the country dis-
tricts are aware that road hoard valuations
are taken, and that there is a great diver-
sity of opinion as to u-hat is the real value.
The road board valuers have a system of
t heir own, and it would only be fair and
just to those people who may think their
land is going to he confiseated under these
provisions, to add the proviso I suggest.
There are two outlets. A man muay con-
tinue in possession of his land by paying
three times the tax, or he may subdivide
his land and sell it. But it is possible that
there may be people on whoml the imposi-
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tion of the threefold tax would amount to
a severe penalty.

Mr. Willeock:- Not if it is under-valued.
Mr. A. THOMSON. The bon. member

wants to get it under its value.
Mr. Willcock: Not at all.
Mr. A. THOMSON: All that we want is

the value, but we must take into considera-
tion that we place in the hands of the Gov-
ernment the power to take away from the
people that which they regard as their own.
A man may possibly have a large estate, in
regard to which years of experience have
proved that it contains portions which it
will not pay to crop.

The Premier: Nor will anyone else, then,
think of cropping it.

Mr. A THOMSON: The board will have
power to say that that land is not being
properly utilised, It is a reasonable re-
quest to make that this legislation sha
not apply until the people have had an
opportunity, if necessary-I do not say it
is necessary-of coming under this Act.

The PREMIER: The amendment on the
amendment will mean that any land owner
will be able to put what valuation he likes
on his land in 1922. In New Zenland power
is given to the land owner to have his
assessment increased, and the Registrar has
power to apply to have an assessment de-
creased.

Mr. A. Thomson. Why not adopt that
provision?

The PREMIER: If we give to owners
notice; uf this deiscription to put up their
valuations, they will do so and the measure
will become a dead letter. If land is being
put to reasonable use, it will not come
under this measure. Nobody wishes owners.
to put mnore than a fair value on their land.'

Hon. P. Collier: Are they really likely
to err on the side of generosity?

The PREMIER: It would be necessnry
to further amend my proposal to meet cases
in which the valuation is put up after this
year.

Mr. A. Thomson: Adopt the INew Zealand
provision and I will be satisfied. Give the
owner an opportunity to increase his valua-
tion and the board power to decrease a
Valuation.

The PREMIER: I can see that that ought
to be done-

Mr, A. Thomson: I will accept that.
The PREMIER: Otherwise the value of

land will be put up, and we shall find un-
improved land paying a very mouch higher
tax than improved and better land along-
side it. I ask that progress be reported to
enable me to look further into the question.

Progress reported.

B3ILL-INSPECTION OF -MACHINERY.
Council's amendments.

Report of Committee adopted.

Reasons for disagreeing to 12 amend-
ments and for agreeing to six amendments
subject to modifications adopted, anti a Mfes-
sage accordingly returned to the Council.

DILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) (5.30): Since

the Premier ni'oved this Bill last night, I
have looked into its provisions, and I see
no objection to its being passed. After all,
the proposal to give power to the Trustees
of the Agricultural Bank to erect bank
premises in different localities, and also to
erect residences for officers of the bank,
is one to which no exception could be taken.
The trustees of the bank, by and large,
have conserved its interests very well; and
this power is a permissive one. I do not
suppose there will be any considerable ex-
penditure under the heading. As for the
last clause of the Bill, now that we have
emibarked on a policy of group settlement
in the South-West, I Suppose that work will
be assisted if the trustees are able to ad-
vanice, prior to selection, for the purpose
of preparing lands. Clause 4, therefore,
certainly commends itself to my judgment;
and no doubt it will be pleasing to the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering), who
has very often complained that Government
assistance from either the Agricnltural
flank or the Ilndustries Assistance Board is
sc-Momn available for- the development of
the South-West. This group settlement
would take place principally in the South-
Western portion of the State, and the hon.
member may look forward to the expendi-
ture of increased amiounts of the bank's
funds in his district.

Mr. JOHNSTON (Williams - Narrogin)
J.-3.33); I support the Bill. At present there
are Agricultural Bank inspectors carrying
out very important duties, coonected with
the expenditure of thousands of pounds of
the state's inoney, living in hessian houses.
These insp~ectors are stationed all through.
new districts, where settlement is proceed-
ing; and in most of those districts no
houses are to let. The inspectors, owing to
ihe meagre salaries paid them, have not the
funds with which to buy residences, or
build them, for themselves and their
families.

Mr. M1uasie: Wh'y do they not come under
the Workers' Homes Act?

Mr. JOHNSTON: They cannot do thFi;
and, even if they could, why should an in--
spector take the responsibility of building
a house which must be utilised by his de-
partmental successor if he him self leaves
the district? These inspectors are trans-
ferred from time to time. Their work is
likely to go on for many years, because
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I ai of their duty is to supervise the opera-
r:',s of returned soldiers who have been
settled onl the land. I am glad to know it

;proposed that the hank's funds shall be
itvailable for group settlement. We saw
-':athiug of that during our trip titrough

till 'South-West, and I am sure all boo.
members who made that trip will agree that
it is n~ecessary Agricultural Bank funds
should be available for the furthering of
group settlement.

Mr. PI('KERING (Sussex) [5.36]: Clause
4 of the Bill has my cordial support and al,-
prova], because I hiave all along been a strong
advocate of assistance to group settlement,
ijore especially in the South-West. Accord-
ingly, I welcome the clause in question, mlore
especially because, as the Leauder of the Op.
position has said, the amount of Agricultural
Baik funds so far advanced in the South-
West is so small. Clause 2, however, pro-
posing utilisation of the )link's funds for
building purposes, seems to me a different
proposition altogether. My impression is that
to-day the batik's capital is not as large as
it should be in order that operations muay
continue satisfactorily.

The Premier: 1 did not say that.
M r. PICKERING: I have very good

grounds for saying it. I have beard rumiours
of a contemplated increase in the bank's
capital. If that is contemplated, it is proof
that the funds now at thle batik's disposal
are not adequate for its operations. I agree
that the capital should be ittcreased; we want
miore andl note money for the purposes fur
which the hank was established. It wats nut,
however, established withI a view to bil ding
bank premises, or premises for its officials;
and I dto not observe in Clause 4 any pt-
vision for the paymient of rent by the iti-
spectors. Is it proposed to give thtent dwel-
lings in addition to the salaries already allo-
euted tu themI

'Thu Premtier: No.
Mr, .Jolhnstoni: The clause says tha t the

money so applied shall be chargeable with
interest and with cotntributions towards re-
demption.

Mr. PICKERING: But that does tiot mean
that the officers shall pay rent. My contien-
tion is thtat the Agicultural Batik could oh-
thin accoimmnodation for its officers hr utillis-

nfor instance, agricultural haells, anrl sitnii-
lur buildings.

The Premtier : )You are quite wrong there..
Mr. PICKlFRLN(: M,%any of these institu-

tions have special rooms attached to them,
.and a portion of the building might be taketn
for this particular purpose. To me it scents
inadvisable to start hbuilding elaborate agri-
cultural banik offices throughout the various
v. atres concerned; and doubtless Narrogin
j, one of them, which would explain the
strung advocacy of this clause by the mem-
hPr for Willianis-Narrogin (Mr. Johnston).
I at quite out of sympathy with the clause,
atnd I sincerely hope the Premier will not

divert the funds of which such good ise can
tie made for the hank 's special Ihurpcmes into
a direction which is, I submit, uncalled1 for.
i'crsonally, I fail to see wvhy the bank's offi-
cers shoul not avail theimiseolves of the pro-
vs,ions of the Workers' Ilonis Act. It is
ridiculous to say that they cannot do o.

Mr. A. Thomnson,: They are very liable to
be transferred.

Mr. PIC'KERING; I do not think ao.
Mrs. C'owan: Yes, they are.
Mr. PICKERING: No doubt the membiler

for West Perth has a 6vie kniowledge of time
opjetations of the Agricultural Batik, attil is
fully acquaited with the locale of the htank's
various officers; but I have kitowiit officers of
the Agriculuiral Batik to he in uoie pmarticutlar
town for zmany years. I could give personil
istances.

Mr. A. Thomson: I could give loan 'y in-
stances where these officers htave been fre-
quently transferred.

Mr. PICKERING : If these officers availed
thiemselves of Ihe provisions of the Workers'
Huttes Act, that might be at. inducement to
the Government to keiv, thmem it, their tar-
ticular localities.

]fotl. P. Collier: It may serve thme intet-ests
of the hanik to transfer officers.

'-%r. PICKERINU: Possibly; but, getter-
ally speaking, an officer is likely to lie most
useful iii the district with which hie is most
familiar.

Hon. P. Collier : The lion. imembter might
argue that the batik should ttot erect hiotmes
totr these officers; but lie cannot reasonably
,ontend that the officers should cotte in under
the Workers' Hotmes Act, because a man
must have a considerable degree of certainty
for many years altead before he is safe in
establishing a home under that Act.

Mr. PICKERING: I have known officers to
remain in the same district for many years;
stid I have no doubt that tltey carry on their
dluties quite satisfactorily. For instance, Mr.
St. Bacbe Moore was in flusseltoa fur ten or
twelve years.

'Mr. Johnston: But there are plenty of
emipty houses in Busselton.

Mr. PICKERIrNG: There is ,tot otte empty
house in Busselton, and I defy the member
for Williaims -Narrogin to prove it. Let that
hon. member try to get a house Ii Buisselton
dutrinig the summer, and see what chance hie
Itas. Whilst I endorse the proposal to extend
Agricultural flank advances on proper lines,
I nmust oppose the clauses referring to build-
iltg operations.

.Mr. A. THOMSON (Kittanning) 1.5.4.11:
1 an. rather surprised at the statements made
by the last speaker. I do not think the
ha. nmenther can be cotnversanit with the Pon-
ditions under which numbers of our Aer[-
cultural Bank itnspectors have to live. Those
officers hav-e no security of tenure, and there-
fore it is not a fair de~mand that they should
establish homes for themnselves undler' the
provisioms of the Workers' Honmtes Act. That
Art is not available to a ntan who has no



[14 DECE3IBE, 192L.]J28

knowledge to-day that hie may not be trans-
ferred to-morrow. I svmipathise with the
wishes. of tile Agricultural Bank Trustees in
this connection, and I appreciate tile miotive
ichich actuated the Premier in bringing f or-
ward the proposal. He realises the difficulty
Of getting good officers to remain in a district
where they cannot sn-ure comfortable li-
lug Conditions, It is a reasonable charge to
place on the bank for its premises and also
for the housing of its staff where deemed
necessary, Of course, in places like Bussel-
ton, Ocraldton or Katanning, men can get
decent houses, and so the bank would not
dream of ere-ting homnes. for them. When
we go out into the new areas where there
is no accommodation at all, it is vecry differ_
cut. A bank inspector handling documents
,which mean thousands of pounds to the bank
ought to be provided with decent office ac-
conuodation. Private banks furnisht suit-
able accommodation for their managers.

Hlon. WI. C. Angwin: They are different
altogether.

Mr. A. THO3ISO'N: It may be so, but I
think this is a reasonable charge to make
against the funds of the hank. Surely de-
cent offices should be proxidei for those men
located in outback districts. Men so situ-
ated should not be asked to erect workers'
homies, for if they were- transferred to an-
other district and hind to sell their homes.
possibly they would not get anything like
a fair value for them. I congratulate the
Premier oii Clause 4, which is a step in the
right direction, particularly in respect of
group settlement. I should like to see areas
specially set aside, so that our immigration
officers at Home, when addressing prospec-
tive emigrants, would be able to say that
if 30 or 40 of them from one district decided
to emigrate, they could be settled in a group
in Western Australia. I commend the Pre-
mnier for having brought down this provision,
and I trust it will meet with the approval
of the House.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourne) [5.48]: 1
will oppose Clause 2, for I see in it nothing
but a loophole for the spending of money onl
buildings. No restriction is placed on the
class of house to be erected.

Hon. P. Collier: If it is for a Government
official, it will hare to be palatial.

Mr. Muasie: And the first will be built
in the Willisms-Narrogin district.

Mr. TEESDALE: And the bank will have
at Williams-Narrogin an expensive office,
mtierely for a couple of fellows to sit in and
twrite their letters. This is a time when we.-
aire supposed to be studying every shilling;
yet, as I say, thle clause will leave a wide
loophole for increased expenditure. It is a
slovenly sort of clause and will admit any-
thing. We shall have costly places built,
for we cannot expe-A a Government official
to live in a four-roomed cottage. I have
come in contact with a few of these men.
Some of them ore never at home. Why
should we build an% expensive house for a

"uall who is never near his base? For four
mon0tths have I. and some others been trying
to get a mess-age to a certain inspector. Ap-
parently lie has fallen through a crack, for
we cannot find him., But even this man must
have provided for hi1m1 a magnificent hiomc,
because Bill Jones has one; and before we
know- where ne are we shall have anl ex-
peLuditure of £20,000 under this clause. Thle
mnember for Wiliais-Narrogin (31r. Johnt-
ston) will have a good whack of it. So long
as hie call get a few more buildings in his
pet town, he dloes not care a rap about tile
fact that the Government are pushed for
m'loney' .

Mr. Johnston :I object to wild wnest
shows!

Mr. TEESDALE: And I object to any
miore 6overnuent buildings being erected i
.Narrogin. We want to sec that every shil-
liug Spent is Spent OnL thle men] onl the farms,
and niot onl Goverlnmenlt offices and houses.
for the staiff.

.\r. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.501: For
once I find myself supporting the remarks of
the member who has just sat down. I ap-
prove of the Bill so far as it provides for
the funds of the banik being applied to group
settlement in the South-West, but I am op-
posed to the provision sanctioning the ex-
lpenditure of mioney onl the erection of Gov-
ertinient offices and homes for the staff. One
could imagine the Premier of a prosperous
State bringing in legislation of this charac-
ter, but it is' inconiprehensible in the Premier
of a hard-np State like this, with a deficit
of nearly £6,000,000. The Premier says it
is unfair that people should have to live in
the bush. But the-'public servant has no more
right to have a house provided for him than
has a minler or a railway man.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, yes, he is far superior!
Mr, 'Mann: The railway men have quarters

all over the country.
Mr. TROY: Yes, quarters built of rail-

wvay sleepers.
Mr. M1acCallurn Smith: Some1 of them are

in fine stone houses.
MNr. TROY: This country had any amount

of Luoney to spend when those houses were
erected. It is very different to-day. Take
the mua who goes into thle bush to make a
farm; how does lie andl his family live?
Again, when a mine closes down, the mine-s
have to tramp to another locality and start
all over again. I am opposed to the spendin~g
of' money on offices and homes for public
servants. Where do those people. reside now?
Mr. Joshuta M1ills, a member of another place,
was Government officer at Gerald ton for
many years, until he resigned. In my opinion
the Government should make such positions
pelrient. Western Australia is a country
of great distamices, and its soils and farming
conditionia present many diversities. The
more knowledge an officer has of his dis-
trict, the mtore %aluable are his services.

Mr. ManCalluni Smith: He gets rusty if
left in the one district.

2399



20ULASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TROY: Nothing of the sort. An
officer living in a district for aL long time has
a better chance of knowing that district. It
is to the interests of the department to re-
tamn t-uc ulier i the onie diatrici fur a
lengthy period, for then he gets to know, not
crity the soil and conditions of the district,
but the residents, themselves, which is import-
ant tront the standpoint of the bank. How-
ever I will oppose this particular provision
in the BiUl, because thin is not a time for
the spending of money in this way.

Hon. W. C. ANOWLN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.55]: 'No doubt the reason why thle
3Agricultural Bank trustees condescended to
L~ing down a report this year was that they
wanted an amendment of the Act. We have
received their report this year for the first
time in four years, and that report is not
very satisfactory, because it shows there has
been a considerable loss during the past year1
and that a large number of farms are still onl
the bank's hands.

The Premier: Not farms.
Hon. W. C. ANGWILN: Yes, farms, and

they are counted in as assets. The trustees
have not shown that they are as careful with
the State's money as in all probability they
would be with the mioney of a private com-
pany. We require to be chary of extending
the powers of the trustees. If I mistake
not, the full amount which the Agricultural
R3ank is permitted to advance is £!2,000. Yet
I see that the trustees have been advancing
to butter factories over three times the mini-
mum amount provided for in the Act.

Mr. 'Machornu Smith: To the Busselton
butter factory?

Hon. W. C. ANOWLN: No, not the factory
at Busselton. 'Under the Act the Agricultutral
Banik trustees are not permitted to advance
more than £2,000 to one borrower, no matter
what the security. Yet in one instance they
have advanced £5,000 and in another £7,000,
to butter factories. I mention this in sup-
port of the contention that we require to be
careful as to what powers we give these trus-
tees, especially since they will not furnish
a report until they are forced to do so. They
have in their control nearly six Millions Of
money, and they are ready to overstep the
powers vested in them by Parliament.

-,%r. A. Thomson: They have done good
work.

lrion. W. C. ANOWIN: Anyone can do good
work with plenty of mioney behind him. The
trouble is to do good work without money.
That is the difference between the Govern-
meat and the Agritltural Bank: the hank
has merely to draw as much as it requires,
whereas the Sovernment have to walk warily
in respect of finance. TUder the Bill the
Agricuttural Bank, without thle consent Of
Parliament, woudd be able to purchase an
elaborate building for office% in St. George 'a-
terrace.

The Premier: Oh. well, cut it out if that
is what you think.

lion. W. C, ANUWIN: The Premier need
not get vexed. The Bill does not conflne
the expenditure to country homes, In thle
Estimates of the Agricultural Bank it is
Mt-1Arrt1lj) £0450 thul, khe e7xpenditure is made
to balance the revenue, and so there is no-
thing whlich Parliament can discuss. Mean-
hers have to discuss the matter on the general
discussion. upon the Estimates, and they can-
not touch the items. The Chairman of Com-
mittees will tell them there is no vote. This
has. b1 'eia dolobefore. We canl criticise the
trustees, but hav-e no power to strike out any
item because there is nothing to strike out.

tis loan mioney that the trustees spend, and
thsis not on the Estimates. The funds pro-

vided by Parliament cannot be controlled
by Parliament. Homes may be required in
the country; I do not say they are not. We
have no less than 68 inspectors who are all
in the country.

Mr. Manou: Pour or five of them are trav-
elling inspectors. Only one of them is sta-
tionary, and four of them have districts.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN: Does the lion. mem-
ber mean that he wants to build for the
man who does not do the work, and not
to build for the man who does.

Mr. Mann: Hle is travelling, and does not
sleep in a home.

lion. W. C. ANGWJN: No doubt hie carries
a tent andl sleeps in that. r am not object-
ing to the Bill because it contains such a
provision. If buildings of any description
are required for the hank they should ap-
pear on the Public Works Estimates and be
charged uip to the bank, so that members may
have some control over the expenditure. Ilf
the authority to spend money is included in
this Bill, we hand the control over to the
trustees and have no voice in its expenditure.

The Premier: They have to pay interest.
Ron. W. C. ANGWI-N: The charges will

be passed on to those who borrow money
front the bank. The member for Kattanning
(Mr. A. Thonmon) would compare the Agri-
cultural Banik with an ordinary bank, but
there is as much difference between them as
there is between chalk and cheese.

The Premier: I do not know so mnuch about
that.

Ron. W. C. &NGWIN: Not if they go on
as they have keen going dluring the last three
years, advancing money without parliamen-
tary authority.

The Premier: They do not do that.
lion. W. C. ANOWIN: They do. Their

report shows it. Perhaps that is the reason
why they have kept it back for four years.
They may desire to keep Parliament in ignor-
ance of what they are doing.

The Premier: Not at all.
Ron. W. C. ANGIMrN: 7f buildings are re-

quired in any part of the State they should
appear on the Pnbliz Works Estimates, and
if it is desired to charge the bank interest,
rent or sinking fund, that charge should ap-
pear in the proper mannier.

The Premier: I 'wilt let it go; anything
to get it through.
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Hon. WV. C. AN(IWIN: I welcome the Bill,
and consider the lnst clause is necessary. I
do object, however, to a Bill being brought
dovwn for a certain purpose, and finding some
little clause squeezed in to protect powers
that are not intendel to be given. I suppose
the Premier did not see the Bill until be in-
troduced it.

The Premier: I did.
Hon. AV. C. ANOWIK: He told us he

-wanted the Bill for the purpose of providing
group Fettleujent, in which he is deeply in-
terested, and to assist him in regard to sol-
dier settlement. His officers, however, put
this clause in on their own account.

The Premier: No.
Hon,. W. C. ANOWIN: The Premier wants

land settlement, and the trustees of the bank
-want palatial buildings to work in.

Hon. P. Collier: They slid it in.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Parliament should

endeavour, as far as possible, not to permit
the powers of members to be whittled away,
and not to allow one or two bodies to control
expenditure when they are not responsible
for so doing.

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [6.51: This is
one of the most important measures we have
had before us this session. We are told that
our laud settlement policy is to be the salva-
tion of the finances of the country and will
bring population here.

The Premier: You must house the peo-
ple.

Mr. MYONEY: Whatever expenditure is
incurred by the trustees of the bank will be
passed on to the selector. Tt -is, therefore, im-
portent that we should avoid thme over-capital-
isation of the land, so as to make it possible
for the selector to succeed when he gets there.
I do not know whether the trustees have gone
into the various items which make up the
capitalisation 6f the settlers ' land. We are
dealing with the question of group settlement.
Success depends very largely upon the dis-
tance of these settlements from the market,
and the freight that has to be paid on the
produce of those settlements. Much depends
on the money that is laid out on every acre
for the purpose of getting produce from the
land. I doubt if any calculation has; yet been
made as to how mutch will actually be spent
on each acre. For instance, an expenditure
of from £10 to £20 an acre may be incurred
on land 350 miles from Perth,, whereas land
.50 miles fromt Perth that is partially ini-
proved might he made productive for £2 o-

an acre. There is plenty of land which
has been looked upon as non-productive, such
ni sandy country or ironstone country, which,
if properly worked, could be made very pro-
fitable. there is a good deal of sueb land
within a reasonable distance of the city. If
the capital expenditure on ordinary improve-
ments and clearing runs into £10 an acre, by
the time it is fully equipped for production,
it may have cost £20 an acre, which is equal
to £1 per acre per annum upon, the shoulders
of the settler. If the settler is remote from
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the market, there is a still further charge per
acre on the freight of his produce. A good
deal of trouble arises because these matters
are not thoroughly gone into beforehand. It
is our duty not merely to invite people to
come to this State, but to see that they get a
fair chance of success when they arrive.
Their land must not be over-capitalised. This
Bill takes from Parliament the control of ex-
penditure in this direction, and the expendi-
ture is to be made as the trustees think fit.
It will all, of course, be passed on to the
settler. There might be a proposition to
spend half a million of money, and it might
turn out a failure. There are sonic depart-
mental officers who might venture to spend
this sumn of money, and in many eases the
proposition would turn out a rank failure.
Where would the settler come in then? Un-
less the experience of members of this House
is brought to bear upon this matter, I do Dot
see how it is possible to ensure the success-
ful settlement of the people. We inust do all
we can to avoid overloading our settlers. I
want to see a success made of this scheme,
and to avoid time failure which must eventu-
ally follow if the land of the settler Is over-
dapitalised.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam-in reply) [6.10]: T cannot let
the remarks of the previous speaker pass with-
out somne comments upon them. It costs I sup-
pose, about as much to settle a man in the
South-West, house and all, as it costs to build
a house for a man who lives in Perth. All
in, the expenditure will not be more than, if
us ...uch as, that which would be required to
provide a borne for a man in Perth. The
money is not being squandered. It is easy to
find fault with anything. We can say that a
tree should be pulled down in 20 seconds, and
complain that it took 25 seconds to do so and
cost so much more money. If the good land
in the South-West is not worth clearing at
the cost that will have to be incurred, we had
better throw up the sponge. It will be no use
staying in the country.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It would be better
to hand it over to the Federal Parliament.

The PREMIER: Yes, anything like that.
The trustees of the Agricultural Blank are
just as capable of managing the affairs 3f
the bank as are members of Parliament. They
are experienced mn and have carried on this
work for many years. It is true they have
some blocks on their bands, but they have
assisted in the development of the country in
mny- ways.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: They have about 700
farms on their honds.

The PREMIER: The trustees are respon-
sible for a great deal of that which has been
dlone in the way of land settlement. I sup-
pose that half the land now under cultivation
has been cleared by means of the Agricultural
Bank, and this work has been done cheaply.
Indeed, complaints have been made that the
bank would Dot advance sufficient money for
this purpose. I san not going to waste any
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time in argument. The bank masp
entitled to lire in their own bonn
going to stick out for that, but
going to argue about it. They a'
tp lire in holuses with their wives.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Pat the
the Estimnates.

The PREMIER: The bank r.
have officers ia the various towns w
are district centres. I do not kno'
the House will be willing to
£107000 for this purpose. It is in
that the trustees should control tli
ings, keep them in repair, ande
rents than that any other departn
do it. MNemibers can do as they pie
matter, bat I hope they will not
discuss the matter at great length.
propose to do so myself, at any

Question put and pas:sed.
Bill. read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the P
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Advances for offices,

Clause lint and a division taken
following result;-

Ayes
Noes .

Majority for.

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
,%Ir. Denton
Mr. Dursek
')fr. George
'Yr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mir. Hlecmott
Mr. Johnston

AYES

NOES
211r. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
MIr. Collier
Mir. Davies
31r. Hern
Mr, Lambert
Mr. Lutey
',%r. McCallumn
Mr. Munsile
Mr. O'Loghlea

Clause thus prassed.

31r. C. 0.
M r. H. K.
Mr. Mann
Sir Jsmn i
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Samps
Air. J. M.
Ml-. A. Th
Mr. Under
Mr. Mulla

Mr. Picker
M r. Rieh&
MhIr. Simion
M r. J. H.
Mr. Tees,!
Mr. Walks
Mr. Wille
TMr. When,
Mfr. Corbo~

(lanses 3 and 4-agreed to.
Title-ag-recd to.

Bilt reported without arnendmer
report adopted.

cetera are
es. I am]
I am not

The PREMIER: I move-

That the Bill be now read a third time

eQ entitled Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN (North-East Fre-
miantle) [7.31] I hope members will not

money On agree to the third reading of the Bill, he-
cause it takes away powers from Parlia-

equires to meat. I have no0 objection to anything
here there being done which will further the conveni-
iv whether ece of public departmebts. At present, if
vote, say' , the Police Department, the Works Depart-
itch better meat, the Education Department or any
iese build- other department requires premises to he
olleet the erected, the work is done by the Public
eot should Works Department and it is author ised br
'use in the a vote of Parliament when the Estimates

want to are passed. This even applies to our rail-
I do not ways, which are under the control of a

rate. Commissioner. 'Members should 'consider
whether or not Parliament should retain
control over the expenditure of money in
connection with the various public depart-
ments. The Bill takes away that power.

,80 p.m. The Agricultural Bank, with the approval
of the Governor, which means with the

a pproval of the Ministry, and even may mean
'remier in with the approval of one Minister, will

have power to purchase or provide
preumises for carrying on business. Tire
Agricultural Bank will thus have a

etc. special, privilege not enjoyed by any
with the other department. We shouild reject the

Bill be~cause it takes away froma the
21 rights and privileges of the people. Under
19 the Bill, it wvill be possible for the
- trustees of the Agricultural Bank to pur-

2 chase a building in Perth, running into
- Feveral thousands of pounds, without Par-

linmerit having a say regarding the, ex-

Maley peoditiire. I regret haviug to oppose the
Maley thirdl rening of the Bill he,'ausc the

mecasure contains clauses of which I amn in
Mitchell favour. Never before have we given away

s uch powe-,; In 1912 the Labour Govern-
;on mient armendled the Agricultural Bank Aer
Smith by increasging the maximumi amnount to be

omson loaniel to £2,000, and they providedI that
wood that asesistance could he extendcd to the

UY Et'nrnEemcnt of industries, suv-l as the
(Teller.) ,talolihihnreut of butter factories and so onl.

The 1fl!tt ri-ninined that though this assist-
nr,,e vori Id lie rendered, thev limitation Was

Ing fixed :it £ 2.i11;I. If the Bill is passed, mera-
rdsoa) herN -liould l now that already, dlespite the
9 initnti-jo in the Act, the bank line granted
Smith a1 l0o1i1 in one case repiresenting three times

ale that amnoult unit in another inistance the
r leant niountel. to doable the amount of the

ock limritation.
Z) Yr. .Thhnitou : Anything donie by the

Y trustees, would he with the approval of the
(Teller.) Governmient.

Iun. 11'. C. ANGWI-N: We might hare a
Laboue Government in power.

Mr. A. Thomson: We could trusFt them.
lion. IV. C. ANOWIN: It is not a ques-

tion of trusting the Government at all.
it and the The Premier: I am prepared to provide

a limit for £10,000.
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Rion. WV. C. ANGWIN: The expenditure
should be subject to the control of Parlia-
ment. The Premier realises that this is a
bit too strong and is now willing to provide
a limitation. A little time ago, the new
A... buildings were erected at the corner
of Williamn-street and St. George 's-teirace.
The Government Wvere approached at Once
with an offer to take over the vacated ipre.
tuises for the Agricultural Bank. Under the
Bill there would be nothing to prohibit the
Minister agreeing to the purchase of that
building. This is the way in which we
allow the powers of Parliament to be
whittled away. If we keep on in this
manner Inchel longer the best thing to do
will be to dissolve Parliament altogether.

Afr. PICKERING (Sussex) [7.47]: 1 re-
gret that I an, compelled to support the
member for North-East Fremntle. It was
an unwise provision to introduce a clause
of this natnre in the Bill. The Premier
has led us to infer that the amont of ex-
penditure will be limited, but it is not
within the power of a private member to
move an amendment of this nature. I1
therefore hope that the Premier will carry
out the proposal he suggests. Hle might
recommnit the Bill.

lion. P. Collier: That cannot be done
now.

Hion. WV. C. Angwin : Not unless the
Prenmier With~draws the motion for the third
rending.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion before the
House is that the Bill be read a third time.
An amendment to recommit the Bill would
supersede that motion.

Ron. P. Collier: After we have debated
the' third reading?

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: There would be no
objection to the Premier withdrawing his
motion for the time being.

Air. SPEAKER: Standing Order 298 pro-
vides that at the third reading stage a Bill
may be recommitted without limitation.
The fact of a debate having ensued does
not, in my opinion, affect the position.

Recommittal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment-

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of reconsidering Clause 2.

Amendment put and passed.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 2-Advances for offices, etc.:

The PREMIER: I move au amiendment-

That after ''bank'' in the first line, the
words "not exceeding £10,000 in the ag-
gregate'' be inserted.

Amnendm~ent put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported and the report adopted.

BILL-NORTH FREMANTLE RATES
VALIDATION.-

Returned from the Council without amend-
mient.

BJLL-TRAFPIC ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Mlinister for

Works in charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendmnent of Section 41:
}Iom. WV. C. ANGWIIN: I move an amiend-

nient-
That at the end of paragraph (b) the

following words be inserted:-''Provided
that all vehicles licensed for the carriage
of passengers shall have prescribed the
same distinguishing colours and charac-
ters. 1
The -Minister for Works: I agree to that.
Mr. MIUNSIE: I take it the amendment is

intended to provide for the same distinguish-
ing mark for all cars plying for hire.

The Mlinister for Works: That is correct
and that is the intention.

'Ar. MUNSIE: What is wrong with the
present system?

The Mfinister for Works: Only snobbery,
as I explained the other night.

Mr. MfUNSIEt: I would not give any Min-
ister the power to prescribe what signs he
liked. I understand that a private car has
a black plate with white letters and that a
hire ear has a white plate with black letters.
Why are those not sufficient?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am not
seeking any extraordinary power. All I
wish to do is to reconcile the difference which
exists to-day, and which from my point of
'vjew is due to snobbery. There are certain
people who like to assume an affluence of
position higher than they have attained, and
they think that if they are having a wedding
or a funeral and have a car at their door, it
looks better if it has the private mark and
may lead some unthinking people to believe
that they own a car. The taxi ears have a
certain plate and the garage ears carry a
plate similar to that used on private ears.
The taxi people objected to the word 'hire''
being displayed on their plates and went to
the Supreme Court and got a verdict, and so
we expunged the word ''hire." Their next
grievance, and they were influentially sup-
ported-

Mr. Mann: They were entitled to be sup-
ported, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Their
next grievance was that private garages,
having a clientele who could ring up, bad
an advantage over the man on the rank, be-
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cause the. private garage cars hadl a label simi-
lair to the private ears. We tried to remedy
that, and we got the garages up against us.
Now we want to do something to reconcile
these differences and prevent trouble. There-
fore, I say that both should carry the same
class of label, Further, we provide that when
on the rank ears shall exhibit a little sign
benring the words "for hire," and uts soon
as a ear is engaged, the "for hire*' sign
will be lowered. Therefore, there will be
nothing to distinguish a taxi car from a
private garage cur. The amendment moved
by the member for North-East Fremantle is
not necessary. I desire to achieve the same
object, but as the words will make for clear-
ness, I do not object to the amndment. I
would not be ashamed if I had half a dozen
hire cars at my door; I would only be
ashamed if I could not pay for them. The
people who are guilty of the snobbery to
which I have referred are not always ready
to pay when the account goes in.

lion. P. Collier: The garage owners com-
plain of this; they say it is unfair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We arc
trying to deal with the traffic for the comfort
and convenience of the people. I understand
that mast of the garages in Perth belong
to one gentleman. I do not know if that is
correct.

Mr, TEESDALE: I support the amend-
nment. Proprietors neel to use a great amount
of discretion ii, hiring cars out, and they
sqhould have the right to refus4e to hire a
ear. If the car is displaying the ''for hire,'
sign, however, I take it that the owner would
nut be able to refuse. A distinction should
he made between the ears on the rank and
the private garage cars. A private individ-
ual has a perfect right to hire a car from a
garage without being accused of snobbery.

'Mr. Mfarcallum SMITH: I hope the amend-
meant will not be agreed to. The member
fur Roebourne does not understanmi the posi-
tion.

Mfr. Teesdiale: I am against paragraph
(b).

The ('[lAWMAN : We are diseussing the
amendment to panragraphi (b).

M.%r. AIac('allina SMI1TH: I see no reason
for altering the Ioresent system.

The M1iniister for Works: T do not wish to
alter it, bitt there will be incessant trouble if
it is not altered

Mr. 3[cnlmSMITHT: The only trouble
baa arisent between the Minister and the taxi
owners.

The Miitrfor Works: There is no
trouble with me.

11r. Maec' alhnn SMITH: The public are
sat1isqfiedl andthe11 taxi nwnurq are satisfied.

The 'Minister for 'Works;. N o, they are not.
M1r. 'Mae('allun SMNITHT: They dt; nut want

a ilistinguislaing mark avid the garage4 do nt
want a distinguishing mark.

Hon. P, Cnllivr: But thue aaragw owns s
have written asking for a dlfrtiur::hli~hiu

mark.

Mr. 'Munsie:- They want the same mark
as the private cars carry.

Mr. Mae(r'allum SMITH: There is no dis-
tinction between the private car and the
garage ear.

The Minister f or Agriculture: Should not
there be a distinguishing mark so that people
would know which ears could be hired?

Yr. Macallm SMITH: If I wish to hire
a car, I hire fronm a private garage, and the
Minister says it is snobbery to do so. I see
no snobbery about it. If I hire a car, why
should it have to hear a label, "for hire"?I
Unless the Minister can show good reason, I
am opposed to any departure from the present
system. The amendment proposes to give
the Minister po~wer to decide what mark
shall be used on any car plying for hire, and
he will have the option of making that mark
apply to garage ears.

The Minister for Works: Let the polle
attend to it.

M.%r. M.Nacibm SMITH: The police have
too much power already in many respects. I
see no necessity whatever for the amendment.

Hon. T. WALKER: I hope the amend-
ment will be carried. It is clear that a cer-
tain section of the community want to run
a sort of aristocratic, class-distinction motor.
They want to be above the maqn who has to
hire a ear from the rank. The object of
the amendment is to abolish all distinctions.
The garage aristocrats want to humiliate the
taxi-driver. lion, mqmbera have received let-
te-s from the Metropolitan Private Garage
()wners' Association, under yesterday's date,
repudiating the attempt to declare the garage
owners' business and the taxi-ear owners'
business as on the same footing, and saying
that a good comparisoa between the two
businesses would be that of a person selling
fruit from a shop and a hawkter selling fruit
from his harrow at the street corner. The
difference betweea the money invested by the.
taxi-drivers and that invested by garage
owners is something enormous. 'Really, there
is only one big magnate in the garage busi-
nesis; ni he wants ain aristocratic monopoly,
with the taxi-driver classed as hawkier. There
must be some distinction between private ears
and cars that are for hire, because otherwise
a. man requiring to htire a ear might hail,
and try to stop, a private car. But all cars
of an identical type should have identically
the same pilate of the same colour and witht
the same distinguishing marks.

Mr. MoeCallaim Smith: Rut we do not
want to let the Minister go experimenting.

Hon. T. WALKER: The 'Minister 'R ex-
periuneatinz is limited by the amendment of
the menmber for North -East Fremnatle.

Mr. Mlacallui Smith : But the design is
at the will of the Minister.

Hon. T. WALKER: The 'Minister would
not have anything very objectionable to pro-
pose. Really' , there is nothiuig that van lie
objected to hr- the other side, though the
garage owners may feel hurt. We an' all1
eqiual in the eyes of the law, andl T have
found among the taxi-drivers better mna than
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the average of the owners of garages where
motors awe kept for hire. There are some
of the latter whom I would not care to be
Companionable with.

Mr. MANN: The position to-day is that
the owner of the private car is entitled to
have a plate of a certain colour while the
owner of a car plying for hire is Compelled
to have a plate of another colour.

Hon. W. (I. Angwin: Not compelled.
Mr. MANN: That is the Custom, anyhow;

but there is this difference, that the owner of
a garage car plying for hire has been using
a number plate similar to that of the pri-
vate car. . Consequently there is a distinc-
tion between the ear for hire that is kept
in a garage, and the car for hire that is on
the rank; and the men on the rank complain
that the better class jobs, such as weddings,
funerals, and long distance journeys, go to
the garages where cars are kept for hireI
because the customers do not desire to have
the words ''For hire,'' or the distinguishing
hire mark, on the Car. Thus the taxi-drivers'
business is injured. For that reason they de-
sire that all should be on the same level.
Paragraph (b), subject to the amendment of
the menmher for North-East Fremntle, will
bring that position about.

Mr. SIMONS: I hope the Committee will
register an opinion against any differentia-
tion whatever. I fail to see that the distinc-
tion which the Minister has the power to
adopt can he justified by any process of
reasoning. For once in a way I an. going to
argue a question from the standpoint of
vested interests, as Ministers invariably do.
The taxi-drivers have about £70,000 worth
of cars stauding on hire points in this StateI
while the garage owners have less than
£10,000 worth. And yet here we have a let-
ter from an association which has sprung
up in a night, comparing the £70,000 pro-
prietors to a lot of fish hawkers. Noa M.inis-
ter should be able to draw a line and say
that those on the right shall have a
blue badge as a mark of royalty, while those
on the left of it shall have a red badge to
declare their plebeian origin. We may not
always have a M.%inister for Works with the
same common sense aii the present occupant
of the office. Therefore T do not want to
grant the power to make this differentiation.

Amendment put and passedl.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope paragraph (c)
will be struck out. Although Perth is. rap-
idly developing, we have not yet reached the
stage, when it should be competent for the
ti affic authorities to declare that the vehic-
ular traffic on certain streets shall proceed in
a prescribed direction. Perth is not yet
ready for one-way traffic.

The MITNISTER FOR WORKS: This pro-
vison is putt forward at the request of the
police specifically to assist then, in the hand-
Bug of traffic in~ King-street when there is a
large concourse of people assenthled at His
Majesty's theatre. The police saY it is neces-
Furv in the interests of public safety. Also

they a'-er that King-street, which is gener-
ally crowded with merchant's lorries, hre-
quently becomes congested in consequence of
thme traffic moving both ways. The member
for Perth has complained that no pointsmen
are provided in King-street. Already there
is a big expenditure on pointsmen in other
streets in Perth, and the ineceessary money is
taken from taxation collected from all parts
of the State, which I do not think is fair.
I hope the provision will be agreed to.

Mr. SIMONS: 1, too, hope the provision
will be approved. As years go on, its neces-
sity will become more manifest. Owing to
the narrow streets in Perth, the handling of
the traffic presents unusual difficulties. Such
a provision as this has been found necessary
in other Australian capitals, and it is gratify-
ing to know that our traffic is increasing so
rapidly as to justify special legislation to
accommodate it. -

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
met-

That in line 1 of paragraph (d) ''any''
be struck out, and "evy" inserted in
lieu; and that after the word '"sign,'" in
line 3, ''whilst waiting for hire'' be in-
serted.

P-eviously the Minister desired that a
vehicle Plying for hire should display some
sign indicating that it is disengaged. But,
as I pointed out on the second reading yes-
terday, when a vehicle is engaged it is not
plying for hire, and therefore it should not
have to carry a ''for hire'' sign. Under the

poiion as it stands, the wvords ''for hire''
wudhave to be exhibited at all times on

vehicles usually open to engagement. The
Minister now says that he only requires the
sign to be shown while the vehicle is on the
rank. 'Ihe amendment will make his inten-
tion clear.

Mr. MUNSIE: Whether the provision be
amended or not, I will rote against it, for I
do not thick it necessary. A vehicle goes on
the rank only wfien it is plying for hire, and
consequently, no ''for hire'' sign is then
necessary. Why then should wec involve the
owniers of those vehicles, some of whom.
seeure only one engagement in a dlay, in tho
nunecessary expense of providing some
.special jump-jack sign capable of alteration
on the pressing of a button? -

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: Appar-
ently hon. members have missed the essen-
tial point. It does not follow that because
a ear is on the rank it is open to any en-
gagement. A man requiring a ear goes to a
driver on the rank and] explains that he
wishes to he taken to King's Park gate. In
all probability the driver will declare that lie
is already engaged, is waiting for his pas-
senger whom he expects to turn up any
minute, nnd therefore cannot take the new-
coreer to Ring's Park gate. I have had that
experience mylself when I have wanted to go
only a short distance. On one occasion four
d rivers decined to take me. If every ear
open to engagement were made to display
a ''for hire'' sign while on the rank, any
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man requiring a car, event for a short jour-
itey, could insist upon being accommnodated.
If the flag or sign, which would not be an ex-
jienive aifair, is once pout up, and the driver
refuses to take a passcngr, and the matter
is repert.,d to the police lie runs a good
Chance Of losing his license. People who
take out these licenses inust allow their cars
to be used by anyone who ilesijes to iiike
use or them. Somni icxber! seeni to think
that wre desire to injure people l:v freak
legislation. The question of the Inh~els W;19
taken into serious consideration by the C'oin-
missioner of Police and his offier and by
myrself and my officers. We wanted to get
out a !.ystein Liv which the charges would be
inade as low as possible, and the ineorivelil-
eatce of the people to pay for the licenses as
smnall as possible. We have a label on which
a number is affixvd. This will work in a
cyvcle of live years. The labels have to be
handed in on the Ist July of the new year.
The applicant for a license will get the same
nunIbered plate, but there will be a. mark on
the corner. This mzark would enable the
police to see whether a niew license has been
taken out or not. If we handed out thle same
ta'blet many ears would doubtless continue to
run on thej old number wvithout paying any
license fee. When the police took this mnat.
ter in hand they found that miany people
were doing this, an1d w'len they were Obliged
to stumip Lipl they were very angry, anti kiO
doubt used all the influence they could bring
to bear to mnake thle carrying out of the Act
as unpleasant as possible to those concerned.

The CHAIRMA-N: I would point out to
the MNiobter that we are dealing with. this
amiendment.

The MIN,\ISTER FOR WORKS: I amt
doing so.

The c'HAIRMA'N: He is not dealing with
the amendmnent before the Chair.

The "MINISTER FOR WVORKS: That is a
matter of opinion.

The CHAIRMANX: I do not think the
principle is involved in this. The member
for North-East Fremantle has mnoved - an
amendment to strike out a certain word with
a view to inserting other words. Will thle
MIinister confine himself to that question?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
replying to the member for Hannans who
apparently was under a misappreheasioli in
-regard to the effect of this clause. If you
rule me out of order I will sit down.

Mr. SA'MPSOIN: It is possible some Of
the motor drivers on the ranks will have
cause for complaint. Cars that are standing

,in, a garoage awaiting a telephone call would
not display this sign which is displayed when
a ear is available for hire.

The Minister for Works: It would have
to he displayed if the ear came out for hire.

flyr. SAMPSONX: It would only come out
when it camne out for an engagement. Some
heart burning mnight be caused to the drivers
who come from the ranks.

Mr. Simns: They want this.
Mr. SAMPSON: 'If the semaphore i's ar-

ranged on the taxis in the same way as

they airt- arranged in London. it would bc
easy to determnine whether a tear was for hire
or not. Thact is the hone of contention. It
would lie better to strike out paragraph (d)
altogether, and insert something like the
following:-' 'To give to the driver or
ownerO Of any vehicle licensei to tarry tons-
st-ngers or goods the right to exhibtit a sign
indicating that the Vehicle is for hire."
Provided the owner of a car on thr raiiks is
not going to suffer, I wunlut. welcomie the
striking ont of the paragraph.

lion, AV. C. ANGWJUN: To-day I had a
view lint t0 tie contrary to that exiire~sedI

by the M1inister for Works. The drivers say
thecy mnay be engaged to go to a place at a
certain time. They ask that while they are
wavitinig for the time of their engagement
they should show an indication that they are
waiting for hire. These men are placed in
an awkward position, and may wait half a
duy for the sake of a quarter of ain hour 's
enigagemnt. There is a difficulty both for
the passenger and the driver.

Mr. SA'MPSO'N: If the proprietor of a
moutor ear on the ranks does not want a par-
ticular job lie has a hundred ways of avoid-
ing it.

lien. W. C. Augwvin: -Not if the niotice is
up.

Mr. SAM.\PSON-\: That would not alter
the position. Every owner should have the
right to exhibit a sign that his ear is tinder
ire.

Mr. TEESDALE: I think sonic consid-
eration should be extended to the owners of
horse vehicles licensed for the carrying of
passengers or goods. Take, for instance, the
luggage carter who may have to stand about
all tiny for a few shillings. Is it to be ex-
pected that he should lay out 30s. or £2 in,
order to affix to his cart soiie piece of
inerlianismn 7

Hon, W. C, Angwin: -Make it apply to
every vehicle.

Mr. TEESDALE.: I ask the Minister
to exenipt those people who have carts for
hire, and who already have signs attached
to their vehicles, from the necessity for pro-
vidiing these mechanical contrivances.

The Minister for Works rose to speak.
Hon. W. C. ANG-WN:- With the per-

mission of the Commiit tee, I ask leave to
withdraw the first portion of the amend-
ment.

The Minister for Works: I am the Mn
ister in charge of the Bill and if I am not
to be allowed to speak, I had better go out.

The CHAIIRMAN: I do not like the Win-
ister for Works speaking to the Chairman in
such a way. I am here to keep order, and
to see that hon. members exercise their
rights. I do *not like the 'Minister sayingZ
that if he cannot talk on the Bill he bad
better go out. That is not fair.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I bad
no intention of being disrespectful to the
Chair. I wished to speak in reply to abso-
lutely wrong staitements which had been.
made, and I was not permitted to do so.

2390



[14 DECesRea, 1021.3 29

'The CHAIR'MAN: I did not prevent the
Minister front speaking at all. As soon as
the member for Roebourne finished speak-
ing, the mnember for Nqrth-East Fremnantle
asked leave to withdraw his amendment. I
,am entitled to ask. the Committee whether
they desire the amendment to We withdrawn
beore continuing the discussion.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
The CHAIRMxN: The 'Minister for

Works has the floor.
The Minister for Works: I have nothing

to say.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I move an amnend-

nient-
That in paragraph (d), after "sign''

the words "while waiting for hire" be
inserted..
Mr. SAMPSON: I desire to move a fur-

titer amendment which will give the right to
a motor ear owner to put up a sign if he
desires to do so but will not make it man-
datory. I do not think the car owner on
the rank should suffer from disabilities
Compared with owners of ears in a, garage.

The Minister for Agriculture : 'We -will
require legislation to stop grassh oppers
from jumping soon.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept any
such amendment as that suggested by thle
member for Swan, unless the member for
North.East Fremantle is prepared to with-
draw his amendment.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: It would be better
to wipe out the clause altogether, and then
the discretionary power will be left.

Mr, Sampson : But are you sure the
municipal council has not power to make
regulation-; to dleal with this matter.

ion. W. C. ANOWVIN: The council will
have no power uinder the Act, but the Min-
ister will have discretionary power. The
motor car, owners say that so long as they
are on the rank and are hailed by a mem-
her of the public, no matter whether ears
are engaged or not, they mnust accept the
job, or be liable to at heavy penalty. The
Minister has already admitted that they
will be linble.

The M1inister for Works: That is, unless
they can prove they are engaged.

MIr. Sampson: At any rate it would leave
the opiportunity open for injury to be done
to the drivers.

Holl. IV. (I. ANG'W[N: If the sign were
provided, the, public would know that if
the sign 'For hire" were shown, the car
was available, but if it was down, that Car
was engaged.

IMr. Underwood:. Why have the Clause at
all?~

Hon. WV. C. A'NOGWI'N: These men have
asked for it for their own protection.

The -Minister for Works: They want the
provision to apply equally to the car on the
rank and the car in the garage.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is impos-
s ible. It is not necessary at all for the
garage.

M1r, UNDERWOOD: In my opinion, the
patraigraph is not required at all. This
JMouse Could be better engaged than dis-
cussing such rubbish. I do not know why
the Mlinister has brought forward any such
proposal.

The Minister for Works: Had you been
hecre throughout the debate you would have
known the reason.

.Mr. UNDERWOOD: If the owner of a
motor car desires to put up a sign for hire,
let himt put it tip. If not, why should he
be compelled to do so. Do not let us take
1p the tinie of 50 members of this Chamber
ticking whether a motor car owner shall be
forced to put up a sign or not. I think the
Minister mnust have a lot of time to spare-
to bring forward this rubbish.

The CHAIR MAN: Order !
Thte -Minister for Works: Am I in order

nowI If not-
The CHAIRMINAN: The Minister will be

out of order if hie goes on as he is proceed-
ing now.

The MILNISTER FOR. WORKS : I am
sorry I havre transgressed again. There has
been a good deal said regarding the ears
on the rank and the cars in time garage.
Members seeul to forget that they owe a
duty to the person who bires a car. It is
quite a common thing at the present tine
that if aL car is situated near the head of
the rank, the driver will refuse to accept
an engagement for a short distance, realis-
ing that lie may sacrifice a longer job. The
man who is at the head of the rank has a
better chance of getting a big job that the
manl whose position is 14th in the rank.
The object of the provision is that when a
manl is engaged for a job, lie may keep the
sign down; if hie is open for a job, and hie
is required, lie should he made to talqe that
job, whether it be for a long trip or a short
trip. The clause will work for the greater
convenience a? the public.

Mr. SIMONS : The Committee should
iecognise that this is a very small matter,
rand I appeal to the Minister to withdraw
the clause altogether, and( let uis get on with
somie real busLness. We have spent one
and a half hours onl discussing anmatter
which is not above the calibre of an
ordinar 'y roads bnard. It is like bringing
n battle ship forward to destroy a mosquito.

The CHTAI'RMAN : Unless the member
for North-East Fremantle withdraws his
amiendmuent so as to give the Committee an
opportuinift of voting en the-whole. clause,
thle commnittee ...iost recognise that the
clause down to the word ''sign" has been
agreed to. The custom. in this Rlonse has
beven that a member may discuss any clause
or paragraph of the clause. We have
amended one paragraph. Thle paragraph we
are discuissing may be amended and then
the 1-ouse can, if it please, delete the whole
clause.
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Mr. SIMIONS: We have discussed this long
enough. I move-

That the Committee do now divide.
Iron. T. Walker proceeded to debate the

amendment.
Mr. DAVLES: If a member moves that

the House do now divide, should not that
nmotion take precedence of others?

The CHAIRMAIN: Divide on what?
Mr. Simons: On the amendment before the

Committee.
The CHAIR1MAN:X There is an amendment

before the Chair and it is coinpetept f or
an bon. member to move that progress be re-
ported, mot that the Rouse do now divide.

Hon. T. Walker: The member for East
Perth intended to apply the closure.

Mr. SIMONS: I have already moved, in
accordance with Standing Order 160, "That
the Committee do now divide."

The CHAIRMAN: Divide on the amend-
ment before the Chair?

Mr. SIMONS: Yes, in order to get on with
the business.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: That motion was not
seconded.

Mr. Simons: Yes, it was seconded by the
member for Sussex.

The CHAIRMAN: I will put the motion
"That the Committee do now divide.''

Motion put and passed.
Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move

an amendment-
That at the beginning of paragraph (e)

the words ''require san" be inserted, and]
that ''any'' in the first line be struck out
and ''each'' be inserted in lieu.

The paragraph deals with heavy carting in
tbe Darling Ranges and from the tuart coun-
try to the railway stations. If this carting
could be confined to the summer there would
not be so much damage done or so much ob-
jection raised. Those w~ho are engaged in
the sleeper cutting industry are carting
throughout the year. The weight of the
carts causes ruts to form in the road anti
after rains the ruts become deeper and the
roarls are ruined. Then it is beyond. the re-
sources of the local authority to put these
roads into good repair again for local traffic.
Objection may be raised that this is inter-
fering with the livelihood of men who have
as much right to engage in that kind of
carting, as others have in any other bunsiness
they may chocose to follow. The clause en-
ables the local authorities to impose an extra
fee on those engaqgedl in this traffic, the ob-
ject being not so much to restri-t the traffi.c
or attempt to interfere with the work these
men perform, hut to provide funds which
may be applied to repair the damageP done.
It is not desirable to make the fee apply
generally. fn the metropolitan area th~e
main roads are able to carry heavy traffic
Ft ase theyv are built on snlid fouadations.
That is tlot the case with country roads. It

ii necessary to[) that there should be such
power as is proposed, hut there may be cases
where it may not be necessary to charge the
tee. There have been carters in Perth who
have conic in to Perth and obtained a license
for 5S, Or 10ls, and have gone out to cart in
those country districts, whereas if they had
taken out the license locally they would have
had to pay a good deal more. There has
been considerable trouble in thi respect.
This clause n-ill enable the local authority to
demnand to see the license and, if it is not
of the full figure for heavy traffic int that
district, to insist on the extra fee being paid.
There is no desire to throw obstacles in the
way of anyone earning his living, but if cer-
lain traffic creates damage, the people pro-
fiting by the work should have to pay for the
repairs.

'Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I am not objecting to
the proposed amendmnent, but I intend to
vote for the deletion of the clause. 'Notwith-
standing the MIinister's statement, there is
no sense of proportion in the methods of ad-
ministration either by the department or the
local authorities, It is proposed to give the
local authorities power to levy an additional
wheel tkx. Is it right to put £3 per wheel
On a lu1au On the hillsides who is tri-ing to
earn a living, while the primary producer is
practically exemupt? It is almost impossible
for men engaged in timber, clay or gravel
carting to pay the taxes levied. If an addi-
tional tax is required, the farmer should not
escape hi-s obligation. I questioned the Min-
ister a couple of months ago about a man
who wvas mulct to the extent of ;E14 Is. 3d.
for rates and wheel tax in respect of two
drays. The board over which the member
for Swan (M,%r. Sampson) presides has had a
dispute and certain members have resigned,
because of the methods of the board in levy-
inig Suich a healry toll on then engaged in the
stone industry.

Mfr. Samlpson: It is a regulation; the
board hail no option.

Mr. A. Thomson:- Then the regulation
should lie blown out.

Mir. 0 'LOOIILEN:- If the member for
Swan alopted the attitude of the members
v-ho have resgigned, the ratepayers w-ould
soon let the Minister know that n amend-
nient was required.

Mr. Sampson: I think it a proper thingr
that the heavy traffic should pay the tax.

Mr. 0 'LOGIILEN: Then we can discuss4
it from the point of view of Riow it retards
prod uction. Is the heavy traffic so pro-
nounced in the Kalamunda district that tlt'
roads are cut to pieves? T should not imaginie
that men carting gravel would cut the roads
to pieces. These people are being taxed out
of existence. They' are being charged 121 a
wherl, equal to fr) per dray. Is that a fair
proposition

The Minister for Works: They do more
t-av £6 worth of damage in a week's carting.

Mr. 0 'LOGIRLEN: Would the 'Minister
say that thak applied in the Kalamuada di-
triet
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The Minister for Works: Yes, anywhere;,
big there is an appeal to the Minister.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: The Minister proposes
to levy another charge. If a proposition were
put up to the Minister that these heavy
fees be reduced, would he agree to it?

The Minister for Works: I do not under-
stand that.

.Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Three pounds per.
wheel is being charged men engaged in gravel
carting, while a man carting fruit gets off
with 5s. That is an example of the partiality
shown to primary producers. During the past
five months 5,800 tons of material has been
carted by three or four drays to a particular
siding, an] the freight to the railways
amounted to £1,100. If the local authorities
are not patriotic enough to keep men in their
district, a loss will result, not only to them,
but to the revenue of the State. I agree that
the 'people engaged in heavy traffic should
pay more than a man carting a few eases of
fruit, but the difference between 5s. and £3
a wheel is vindictive treatment of a class of
people deserving of help.

Mr. PICKERING: I support the Mfinis-
ter 's amendment. On the Ludlow-road £000
had to he expended for repairs to enable one
man to cart tuart logs to the railway. It is
quite impossible for the road boards to main-
tnim their roads when traffic of that kind
is passing over them. This road wvas impass-
able for months during the winter until we
got £800 to repair it.

Mr. O'Loghlcn: Were the jinkers respon-
sible?

Air. PICKERING: Yes. In 1917 the whole
of the roads in the Capel district were ruined
through the carting of tuart logs. If the
hoards are not protected in this way, carting
during the winter should be prevented.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I trust that the Min-
ister's suggestion will not be accepted. Under
Section 49 of the Act, if damage to the tune
of £800 were done to one road, the local au-
tliority would have power to recover the ex-
pen ses.

Mr. Sampson: To prove it is another
matter.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member said
that one person had done the damage. 1
agree with the member for Forrest. Last
week f questioned the Minister regarding
the wheel tax as follows:-

Has his attentioh been drawn to the very
heavy charge on carriers in the country
districts carrying stone, bricks, lime, tim-
ber in bulk, earth, gravel, mineral, or
other materials or liquid matter, the weight
of the load being not less than 10 ewt. per
wheel, by the recent addition in fees levied
tinder regulation No. 149 under the Traffic
Act, 1919, where the charge has been in-
creased from ten shillings to £6 for two
wheel vehicles and from £1 to £12 for four
wheels I

Tr- Katanning there arc two carriers who do
not go outside the town. The bulk of their
work consists of shifting such lines as I have
just mentioned from the station to various

parts of the town. The very items included
ia this regulation are carried at the cheapest
possible rates by the Railway Department,
and yet people doing the carting are penal-
ised to the tune of £6 for wheel tax. These
country carriers more often have loads of
3 ewt. or 4 cwt. than of twvo tons, and the
wheel tax is nothing short of an imposition
on these men.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: If they get one heavy
load a month, that is about the maximum.

Mr. A. THOM.%SON: If they get one heavy
load a year, they have to pay £12 fortheir
wheel tax. It is a distinct hardship. The de-
sire of the road board conference was to
deal with whimis carrying timber and break-
ing up the roads in The timber areas. It was
never intended to deal with districts like
Katanning. I am opposed to this sort of
legislation. It merely imposes a hardship on
a deserving and hard-working section of the
community.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
be willing to delete the words ''in addition
to," in line 4 of proposed paragraph (k),
substituting the words 'in lieu of.'' That
will make sonme little difference, at any rate.
If the member for Katanning refers to the
Notice Paper, he will see that I propose to
ask for power to enable those administering
the Act to exempt certain parts of the State
from the operation of the heavy fees. To
the member for Forrest I have to point out
that there are great differences between the
people who use the roads. In connection
with the fruitgrowing industry, for instance,
cartage would be done really only a few
times in the course of a year. but the sleeper
carter and the firewood carter and the carter
of road material are carting all the year
round, and sometimes making more than one
trip per day. Thus they cause heavy damage
to the road, putting the cost of its upkeep
beyond the finances of the road board. For
such eases proviion is made here. I ask
for the exemption because of representations
made to me-in one instance, a ease sub-
mitted by Smith's Mill, only a few days
ago.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Do you personally think
the fees ate too high?

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: If these
clauses are passed, I shall be able to give
consideration in the matter of fees. If the
clauses are not passed, the fees will have to
he paid.

MrI. SAMPSON: The Darling Range road
board has been mentioned. The board have
no option but t~o impose this heavy traffic
tax, nor do they, desire to kio otherwise.
Furthermore, every road board conference
has always expressed itself unmistakably in
favour of the heavy traffic tax. Settlers on
the hills have at various times gone out to
work on the roads gratuitously, while other
settlers have contributed horses and labour
in order that roads might be made. In the
Rarragullen portion of the Armadale-Kelm-
scott district the residents, in order to pro-
vide good roads, hare rated themselves up
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ti 6d. in the pound, by the special permission
of the Mfinister-the maximum rate allowed
by the Act being 3d. in the pound. In an-
other ease the rating has been 4d. in the
pound, or 33 per cent. above the maximum.
The Kalamnunda. district has recently spent
1140 in providing approaches to the Wallis-
ton siding. The road is still in good order,
but the heavy traffic has done considerable
damage to thle approaches-far more damage
titan would hare resulted from ordinary
traffic. Again, stone, gravel .lumps, and
gravel purchased by Perth and the neigh-
bouring municipalities for road making pur-
poses are carted over these roads. Why
should the road board in question have thejr
roads ruined so that Perth and neighbour-
ilg municipsalities may have their road mak-
ing material at less than a fair cost? The
carters can pass onl the heavy traffic fees to
their municipal customers.

Amendment put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I more

a further amendment-
That in line 4 of paragraph (d) the

words ''in addition to" be struck out, and
''in lieu of inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

Mr. 0 'L0GHLEN:, I wish to move anl
amendment to strike out paragraph (e).

The (WIAURlMN: I am afraid that can-
not hie done now.

Mr. O'LOGlILEN: I wish to draw atten-
tion to the fact that there is apparently no
desire onl the Fart of either the local auth-
orities or the Government to reduce those
exorbitant fees.

The Minister for Works: I have just re-
duced them by 5s. per wheel.

M.Nr. 0 'LOG HLE"N: Further, I want to
protest against the exorbitant charge of £3
per wheel imposed on a very deserving see-
tion of our people, a section providing the
fruitgrowt-rs wvith a market which they are
very glad to have. The fees are suchl as tend
to kill industry. In reply to the member
for Swan, I say that the fees cannot be
passed on.

The Minister for Works: Whiat (10 you
,consider would be a fair thing?

'Mr. O'LOGRLEN: Let us split the dif-
ference; say 30s. or £1. In any case, I want
thle Mfinister's assurance that he wilt con-
siderably reduce the fees from what they
are to-day.

The Minister for Works- I giv-e you this
assurance, that I will make what appears to
mie to be a fair reduction in the fees.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: The Minister has
never vet failed me when bie gave a promise,
and I will trust him again.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
n amendment-

That the following be inserted to stand
as paragraph (1) in Subdivision VII. of
Subsection I:-exempt from the opera-

tions of paragraph (k) such part or parts
of the State as the -Minister may decide."

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 5 -Reprintinig of the principal Act
and amendments:

Mr. Machlum SMNITH: Why does this
clause say that the words ''and other'' may
bie inserted between the words ''motor'' and
''vehicle" in the headlines of Fart IV. of
the Act? Who is to insert them?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Clerk of Parliament, I presuime. The clause
has been drafted by the Crown Solicitor,
piresumlably as a matter 'of form. On refer-
ence to Part IV. it will be seen that the
insertion of the words is quite proper, having
regard to the amendments made by this Bill
in the princ ipal Act.-

'Mr. Mfachalum S2WLTI: The clause does
not say thnt the words in question shall be
inserted, but that they may be inserted. I
waut to know why that is so, and by whom
they, would be inserted.

(loose put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with anmeadments, and the
report adopted.

l31LL-NXURSES REGISTRA-TION.

In Committee.

Resumed from l8th~ October; Mr. M1unsie
in. the Chair, the Colonial Secretary in charge
of thle Bill.

('lause 6-Who may he registered as
nurses (partly considered):

Hon. W, C. ANOGWIN: When last the Bill
was before us, I moved an amendmnent, that
in line 4 of Subi-lauise 2 ''recognised by the
hoard'' be struck out. I do not wish to
discuss the point any further.

Amendment put and passed.

lion. WN. C. ANGWIN: I move an amend-
iwent-

That in line 4 of Subelnuse 3 ''recog-
nised by the hoard " he struck out.

Amnicdmuent prit and passed.
Hon, WV. C, ANOWVIN: I move an amend-

meat -
That iii line 3 of Subehause 4 "recog-

niised. liv the board'' be struck out.

Mr. SAMfPSON: The principle here is
entirely different. I am opposed to the
auwuiedrmeut.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. Mac~allm S31ITIIf: I niove an amend-

wi:et-

That the following be added to stand
as Subelause (5): -- ''Every person who
has attained the age of twenty-six years
and n-ho at the passing of this Act is prac-
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tisiug ais a nurse _,d has continuously
dlone so for not less than five years before
the passing of this Act iii Western Aus-
tralia may, until the 30th (lay of Junie,
1922, be registered as a trained nurse on
lpaymntt of the prescribed fee."'

My object-is to provide for every person
who has lx'en practising as a nurse.

Mr. Mann: How are you to define ''pne-
tising -*?

Ron. 1. Collier: Or ''nurse"? A Sairey
Gatup might be qualified uinder this.

Mr, Macallumt SMITH: I think that most
uncalled for. Many deserving women in the
bush are performing excellent services
amiongst the sick. It would be anl injustice
to debar themi front obtaining a certificate.

Mr. Yann: We are not debarring thenm
from practising, only from being called
trained nurses.

Mr. 2 lncCallumn SMITET: And it is most
unfair. It means that nobody would engage
them. 'We have made similar concessions in
respect of eheamists, dentists, veterinary stir-
geons3, and Managing clerks for legal firms.
in each of those instances we have recog-
ised that there are persons who could not

ipass the qualified examination, but who nev-
ertlheless are doing good work. This legisla-
tion will deprive some of those nurses of
their livelihood, unless wve make special pro-
vision for them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
scarcely think the hion. member is serious
in his amendment. I hope the Committee
will not agree to it. The Bill does not pre-
vent any pruetising nurse from continuing
to practice. I pointed that out on the
second reading. The lhon. meumber says it
applies to registered nurses, But there is
nothing in the amendment about registered
nurses; it will include anybody who is pine-
Using and has been practising for five years.
We have to-day nurses who are not compet-
ent to be registered, but who nevertheless
litre been practisiug for 1.0 years.

Mrs. COWAN: I do not quite understand
the amiendment. The hon. macmber refers
to any person who ait the passing of the Act
is practising as a nurse, What kind of nurse
does lie mean? *I might have had a nurse
for My children for the past five years, and
so, under the aniendinent, she would be en-
titled to apply to be registered as a trained
nurse, 'We require a definition of ''nurse."

Mr. CORBOY: I hope the new subelause
will be added. Anyone who is qualified
should be entitled to be registered and classed
as a registered nurse. A similar provision
applies to dentists. If the amendment is not
made, we shall have registered nurses and
nurses who are permitted to practise. This
will be detrimental to the latter class.

.Mr. PICKERING: We should afford the
same facilities under this Bill as have bieen
afforded under other Bills of a similar
nature. A stigma may be cast upon those
nurses who are not allowed to be registered
but who have been practising. The Minister

might accept the amendment with some quali-
fication with regard to ''trained nurse.''

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes . .. . .. 14
Noes . .27

Majority against -. 18

m r. Obeseon
'Mr. flashes
Mr. Heron
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lambert
Mr. O'Loghien
M r. Pickering

Mtr. Angelo
M r. Aogwin
Mr. IBoyland
M1r. Broun
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
%Ir. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlclimot
NJir. Lutey

Mr. Piesse
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Ste bbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. The mson
Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy

(Totter.)

NOES.
Mr. 0. C. Maley
Mr. H. XC. Maley
Mr. Mann
Mr. McCaum
Sir Jatnes Mlitchel
Mir. Money
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr, Simnn
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Witlcock
Mr. Wilson
Mr. Muil1say

(Teller.)

Amnendmnent thus negatived.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 6 to 10-agreed to.

Clause 12-Penalty for false pretences:

Hon. W, C. ANOWIN: I move an amend-
Inet-

That in paragraph (b) the words "or
uniform"' be struck out.

Nurses who have been practising should not
be required to wear the ordinary uniformi.

The Colonial Secretary: I. agree to the
amendment so long as there is provision for
badges.

Amendment put and passed; the clauise,
as amnicded, agreed to.

Clause 12-Applicationk of fees and fines:
The COLOINIAL SECRETARY: I pro-

mised I would add some words to this clause
to provide that the expenditure would not
exceed the fees collected. I move an
amendment-

That the following words be added to
the clause, "and such expenditure shall
not exceed the revenue derived front such
fines and fees."

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I hope the Min-
ister will not persist in the amendment. JIL
may mean that, through some unforeseeib
circumstances, the fees may be made very
heavy in order to meet the 'expendliture.
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The Colonial Secretary : The fees are
fixed by regulations, which are laid on the
Table of the House.

Honl. W. C. ANGWIN: The fees might
be made almost prohibitive.

The Colonial Secretary: The House may
disallow the regulations.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: There will be a
number of nurses who will require to
register during the first year and there
may be very few for the second year. The
result may be that fees are charged which
will be far too high. I do not think the
words arc necessary.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 13-Preference to be given to

registered nurses:

Mr. PICKERING : Will the clause
have any effect upon the nurses already
hppointed V

The Colonial Secretary: No, it will only
apply to now appointments in the hospitals.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I support the clause
but at the same time I would ask members
of the Committee to realise the funds..
mental principle underlying it. I hope that
in future, Parliament will extend equal
privileges to other sections of the commu-
nity and not confine it to their particular
pets. The principle underlying the clause
is distinctly tbat of preference to unionists.
We have applied that principle to various
callings during this session and when the
trades unionists ask for the same recegni-
tios, I trust bon. members will agree to
their request.

The Premnier: We cannot discuss that
matter under the Bill.

Mr. MCCALLUM : Up to the present,
whatever the unionists have secured, they
have got through their own strength.

Mr. Pickering: They are pretty muscu-
lar.

Mr. 'McCALLUMI: And pretty brainy,
too. In this xase, Parliament is hedging
the nursing profession with thle protection
workers have been seeking.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 'A-Appointment of examiners,
regulations:

Mr. JOHNSTON : The clause provides
power for uniforms to be prescribed by
regulation. Seeing that we have already
struck out the reference to uniforms in
Clause 11, 1 take it the elimination of
.,uniforms'' in Clause 14 is consequential.

The Colonial Secretary: Thak is the posi-
tion.

Mr. MONEY: The striking out of the
reference in Clause 11 had reference to a
penal provision in the Bill. Clause 14 is in
a different categoly so that the amendment
to Clause 11 is not consequential.

The Colonial Secretary: There will be no
regulations regarding uniforms.

Hl. P. COLLIER: Tbe amendment of
Clause 14 is by no means consequential
upon the amendment of Clause 11. The
former clause merely gives power to the
board to mnake regulations regarding the
wearing of uniforms. I do not know that
the board should not have that power.
Nurses have always been dressed in a dis-
tinctive garb which has gained for them,
the respect and admiration of the eorn-
isunity, which has been of great advant-
age. Unless some provision is made, as
indicated in the clause, we will have each
nurse choosing a garb to her own liking
instead of retaining some distinctive uni-
form as at present.

Clause put and paseed.

Title-agreed to.

Hilt reported with amendments and the re-
port adopted.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [10.37]:
I do not intend to speak at great length re-
garding this Bill, as it is to a great extent
one for consideration in Committee. Some
members who have spoken contended that it
was unfair to secure increased revenue by
the means suggested. The member for Nel-
son (Mr. .1. H. Smith) quoted from returns
last night to show that the amount collected
from the trade was £647,078, whbile some
members have stated that, in their opinion,
the percentage whatever it may be-I do not
indicate at the present stage what percentage
I shall support-should not be imposed on
the amount of duty collected by the Com-
monwealth. I cannot agree with that conten-
tion. I do not know if hon. members have
read the last annual report furnished by the
Commissioner of Police. Although the Com-
monwealth Government collect revenue to the
extent of £647,000 odd on liquor consumed in
Western Australia, they do not contribute a
penny piece for the domestic services required
in connection with the trade in Western Aus-
tralia. If lion. members will turn to the
Estimates which we have passed they will
see that the cost of the police force in West-
ern Australia was £,179,891. I will not go
into the question of the merits or demerits
of the liquor trade because it is one that hasl
been with us from time immemorial and will,
I believe, be with us for all time. Whether
we shall have prohibition or not, is for the
people themselves to decide. Reverting to
the report by the Commissioner of Police,
however, we find that a considerable number
of the offences recorded have been directly
attributable to the liquor trade. T think
the Treasurer is justified in asking the trade
to contribute a little more towards the rev-
enue than in the past. On page 7 of the
Commissioner's report members will find in
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the classification of offenees that those
against the person which in the year ended
30th June, 1921, totalled 368. Of those
offences, 109 were attributable to drink, or
35.05 per cent, as against 41 per cent, in
1919 and 42.93 per cent, in 1918. Regarding
the offences aganst the person and property,
of the total of 34 recorded, six were attribut-
able to drinko176pecnt Regarding

oe.e agist property only.. there were
1,179 offebeces of that description, of which
290 or 22.81 per coat, were attributable to
drink. So it goes on right through the re-
port. The offences Against good order,
which include drunkenness, disorderly con-
duct, indecent behaviour, vagrancy, offences
against the police and so on, total 7,097, or
62 per cent, of offenees in all classes which
were brought to trial. Offences against by-
lawn which were attributable to drink total-
led 17 per cent. I hare no desire to labour
this particular subject, but in practically all
classes of offences, the same position is die-
-closed throughout the Commissioner s re-
port. I am not quoting from lVoWseristic
statistics but from an official document,
which points out that the liquor trade has
been responsible for a considerable propor-
tion of offences which have been brought be-
fore the various courts. The report dealing
with offences attributable to drunkenness
shows that, in addition to 3,630 charges of
actual drunkenness, 1,792 charges brought to
trial in other classes were attributable to
drink, namely, against the person, 109;
Against the person and property, 6; against
property only, 269; against currency, etc.,
5; against good order, 1,313; against carry-
ing out of laws, 17; against revenue, 12;
against public welfare, 61; making the drink
habit responsible for 47.61 per cent. of
offences in all classes, compared with 44.73
per cent, in 1919 and 43.25 per cent, in 1918.
From the CoEmmissioner's report, I think the
Government are justified in asking the liquor
trade to contribute a little more than in the
past. When we realise that the police force
of Western Anstralia is costing the State
£119,881 and, according to the - Commis-
sioner 's report, 50 per cent, of that cost has
been incurred in contending with crimes
either directly or indirectly concerning
people who have been imbibing in liquor, it
goes to show that £89,940, which is directly
chargeable against the State, could reason-
ably he a charge upon the liquor trade. I
have travelled a good deal in my life. I can
say from my experience that, taking the
hotels of Western Australia as a whole, they
are well conducted and compare favourably
with hotels in other parts of the world. I
think, however, that we should receive more
from the publicans. We are receiving some-
thing like £37,000 from licenses at the pre-
sent time, and I think we should reasonably'
-expect to get in over £100,000. I was in-
formed to-day that a wvine shop, in Hay-
street, where a very limited business was
being done, and for which an annual license
fee of £10 was paid, had recently been dis-

posed of and the goodwill had been sold
for £3,000. So I think we can, with justice,
say that this section of the trade, as well as
the licensed victuallers, should contribute
more. I will deal more fully with the vari-
ous clauses
stage. The
propose to
far as I
majority of
arc willing
percentage.
always beei

when we reach the Committee
Hill is a long o ne, and I do not

refer to it in detail just now. So
can gather, I believe a great
the people interested in the trade
to pay a reasonable and fair
I wish to say also that I have

nin favour of compensation. From
personal observation, I have learned that
people in the country districts, and probably
in the metropolitan area as well, have been
compelled by the licensing bench to erect
palatial structures far beyond requirements,
and it would be a gross injustice to those
people to have their places closed without
some form of compensation. I have always
been in favour of the Victorian legislation.
Ia that State the trade contributes towards
the fund from which compensation is paid to
the owners of dc-licensed properties. To my
mind, our existing system is not effective.
Assuming you have three hotels in a town
like the one I represent, and the local option
vote closes down one and allows the other
two to remain, those two should be comn-
pelled to contribute towards the compensation
paid to the third. That will be provided for
in the Bill, and it is a just and equitable
proposal. I intend to support the second
reading, and in the Committee stage will
suggest one or two amendments.

Mr. CRE1SSON (Cue) [10.50]: 1 intend
to vote against the second reading of the
Bill. If it is carried in its present form,
the effect will be prohibition by taxation. If
it is proposed to take 9 per cent, from the
trade, it will mean that wYe will close a big
proportion of the hotels, or licensed pro-
mises throughout the State.

Mr. A. Thomson: You will not close
them; don't worry.

Mr. CRESSON: With the imposts on
these people already through excise and cus-
toms, it will be quite impossible for then, to
pass on the costs any further. Take a big
business in Perth, and remember the rents
which have to be paid and the big staffs
which have to be maintained; it will mean
that, if the 9 per cent, is added, there will-
have to follow a reduction in the expenses,
and the staffs will be the first to suffer, We
know that a big proportion of this business
is carried on in the metropolitan area at the
present time. A big bottle trade is done,
and the country trade as well is no small
item. Indeed, there is very little profit in
this branch of the trade, and if we are to
add a further impost, the result will be the
closing down of many of the establishments.
With regard to country hotels, the holders of
licenses bare to pay heavy freights, in ad-
dition to the charges paid by the man in the
metropolis. If weC compel them to pay an
additional 9 per cent., we must expect to
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i-lise dlown Inany businesses. We know that
thlose peopde who nudulge in smoking and
drinking pay more than their just share of
lu:xation at the present time, and it is hardly
to hie expectedl that the holders of liveuns
w-ill pass 01n to those people the additional
i-xpeiisi's thtte lb- idigedl to meet
if the Bill levomnes law, That will mean
that thle Uovernnmet, instead of getting the
reve(nue they exje-t to receive-, will find it
shrink eosd-ud.In thle outback muining
dlistric-ts, we know that men engaged in this;
industry mnust have their glass; of beer be-
fore an~d after work. If the passage of the
Bill will rerult iii these awen bring deprived
of that refreshnmt, it will be a severe pen-
alty. There is also aI seetion of the mining
communnity who -ire responsible for pioneer-
ing and proispect-ing work. These men may
be out tor six or 12 monthis and xvheni they
conic to town for two or three days. that
visit to the town is to them equivalent to a1
visit to the doctor. Then they return to the
eruntr 'v nd carry on more pioneering nwork,
The Government swem to have forgotten the
extent to which these amen are severely pen-

aitd by the existing heavy railway
freights.

The Premier: Those people are total ab-
stainers.

Mr. ( HESSON : Indeed, they are not,
and they flail that a couple of days Ispree
in a town, after hanving been buried in thle
bosh for pci-ha lmi a year, acts like a tonic.
The Premier is right when lie says they are
total abstainers, if hie neaes that they nre
total abstainers while they are out in the
buck blocks. In that case they amay remain
total abstainers for perhaps 10 months if
they are away from civilisatin all that time.
'Reference has been made to trading in pro-
hihited hoots. Howy will the proposed legis-
lation affect hotels in towns like Lawlers?
Thme nearest hotel to the one in Lawlers is
at 11t. Sir Sainvl, 25 niles away. Thea the
nearest to that is at Kathleen \'alley, 11
miles away, and then 60 miles further away
is the met huttel at tle town of IDarlot. flow
cann ne officer administer the law in all
those plaus ! Ile has, no possible chance of
doing so. ]But, of course, a good deal of dis-
cretion is teed in the hack country, and 1 can
assumre thme House that those hotels are run
onl geod lines. With regard to the board
for the estnhlislmuwnt of which the Bill pro-

- ides, I do not think there will be any imeed.
for it. At the present time, people thenm-
selves decide whether reductions are neces-
sary, and the local bench determines which
hotecls shall go out. If we are to have a
traqvelling hoard, what will ho the expense
attached to it? The existing arrangement
is far simpiler and moore ec-onomieal. The
piropmosal to make the closing hours, 9 n.m.
to 9 pm., aply generally, will mean the
shutting down o;f a number of clubs. At
the present time the clubs pay as a licensing
fee 21! per cent, on their purchases, and
sonic of the clubs pay- a good deal more
than the hotels do- If we aire going to add

the 9 per cent., tilhy must close down. I
have no time for the gallon licenses, Es-
prirence has proved that these are the li-
tenvses which are responsible for the shan-
ties in the back blocks. I remember when
Day Dawn was going strong after the illicit
Bill had been brought fora-ardf and it wag
thought to stop the supplies to the shanties,
when the police come to examine the carts
which were going around, they found the
cart notes for t~he liqu~or madie out to anl
Italian name, followed by t''and (loll Like-
wise when they went inito thle store books
they found the company comprised 20 or
301 Italians, andr the police were un-
able to do anything in the matter. f
have very little time for the gallon license.
As regards the wine licenses, if there was
better inspection to grard against adultera-
tion, there would not be so m any complaints
against wine licenses. Seeing that the Bill
('an he dealt with in Committee, I haqve
nothing further to say beyond contending
that the mneasure as submitted -will mean
piolubition by taxation.

-Mr. DAVIES (Guildfordl) EI1.l11: 1 in-
tend to support cbs second reading. Liquor
reform is one of the most pressing and in-
sditent questions confronting us to-(lay. This
is undenuiable. Some people hold that the
itrinkinL, of intoxicants is essential. I think
it is largely amialter of habit, that so many
to the custonis of thle people that so many
of them to-day require intoxicants. In1 the
attenipt to break down this habit, we have
liteli tightening uip the laws for ninny years.
and imposing restrictions on the trade. The
ether ntight reference was made to the fact
that years ago people used to drink beer by
the gallon, I have to admit that I have seen
this sort of 1I ' itg in mny younger days--a
mIan Who could drink quarts ot beer vhen
the snow n-as lying six feet deep on
the ground. It was different beer fromt
w hat is soldl to-day- Notwithstanding
that snow was six feet deep on the
gtound, that nan was drinking quarts
of beer, not hot spiced beer, lwt cold-drawn
beer fruni the barrel. I bave often seen
mecn chink it by the quart and it has had no
aligirent effect on them. Shakespeare has
xi ritfl-a "~Blessings onl your heart, you. brew
good ale.'' There wag another thinz awic-h
could he said in Shakcespeare 's clay but which
cannot be said to-da;-, name)-.-. that there
was: not a headache in a hogshead. I do
not know that many people to- lay call say
thant they do not have a heatlachie on the
miorning' after the night before, showing that
a good deal of the reform brought about is
due to the bad beer which is to-day brewed
and dispensed to the people. I am informed
on very good authority that, prier to the war
particularly, dray-loads of grain uiseui to he
carted away from the brewer 'y after lwviowr
beta used in the brewing at' lieer, lint that
to- lay it is almost a rare thing to see any
gpainl carted away, mceaning that miost of the
beer consumied to-da0Y is th2- work of the
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themnist and not of the brewer brewing from
mnalt and hops. Whether this is correct or
not, I do not know, but I have been informed
so on very reliable authority. I am not a
prohibitionist, but I am regarded in some
quarters as a very moderate drinker. I
do Dot hold that we should bring in prohi-
bition by legislation. If we do anything of
a dr-astic nature in thme matter of raising
revenue, such as is proposed in this Bill, it
wvill probably mean bringing in prohibition in
another form and without the consent of a
majority of the people. Any law enacted
that has not a majority of the people behind
it will be set at natught. There is not the
slightest douht about that. It is exemplified
by the gambling laws to-day. Cabinet laid it
down with the Commissioner of Police-[
have seen the minute-that uinder no circum-
stances would the use of spinning jennies be
permitted. Yet one can go into the heart of
the city and see them every day, notwith-
standing that the supreme authority in this
State has definitely prohibited their use. I
kncowt it will he said that the use of the
spinning jenny should be pernmittei in the
sacred cause of chiarity.

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite right, too.
Mr. DAVIES: I aditi that the somewhat

wide use of the spinning jenny is largely
justified by the fact that our spiritual leaders
of to-day-the leaders of the churches-not
.onfly tolerate it, but permit similar practices
at many of the church bazaars when they
themselves wish to raise amoney. This proves
I., my mind that unless we have a majority
of the people with us, it will be of no use
briuging in a reform by legislation without
the consent of the people. One of the most
debated quiestions to-davy is whether we should
continue the three-fifths majority and the 30
per cent, of electors on the roll provision.
Theoreticailly the principle of a bore majority
is accepted all round. lDuri the wvar, had
a bare majority been securedi in favour of
national service, it would hav-e been brought
into operation throughout Australia. There-
fore, logically, a bare majority ouight
ti bep accepted in this easle. I an'
prepared to admit that if we attemipted,
especially in a democratic country like
Australia, to bring into operation a low
wshich would press heavily on a section
of the people without having a pre-
ponderance of opinion behind us, we may as
W-ell not Put that law on the statute-book
as it would not be observed.

Mr. Lanmbert: Why not apply it to the
election of Parliament?

Mr. DAVIES: I am not defending the
provision; I sum merely pointing out that
logically a bare majority should be accepted
and that, in the extreme case of conscript-
ing human life, a bare majority would hays
cairied the day. When we coni to a question
like this, one of the main points taken by
liquor law reformers is that in the case of
national service a bare majority -as suffi-
cient, and therefore, a bare majority should

be sufficient to carry any reform in the liquor
trade. Logically these people are right in
their demand for a bare majority, but I
would point out to those who may be looking
to me to support the absolute majority, that
I cannotagree to it in a ease like this. If
we bring about a reform at all, we want to
retain it and not have it swinging in the
balance. If we got prohibition at any time
on a bare majority vote, when the next local
option poll was, taken three years later, a
bare majority would be able to swing back
to the old position.

Mr. Lanmbert: A lot of people do that
voluntarily; they drink for six months and
keep sober for six months.

Mr. DAVIES: That shows that they do
not absolutely need intoxicants. I have
already mentioned that drinking is a habit
and not a necessity. If once we got the re-
form by the three-fifths majority, it would
be retained for good, because the liquor
people would then be requited to get a three-
fifths majority and 30 per- cent, of the elee-
tors in order to revert to the trade again.
The day- is not long past since intoxicants
were sold comparatively adl lib. A reduction
of hours was brought in as a temporary
mneasure dluring the war and a majority of
the people tolerated it. Again, hotels
were closed by proclamation at vary-
ing periods during the wvar, and there was
no very great outcry against this action.
These instances reveal an earnest desire
on the part of the people of Australia for
liquor reform. These restrictions were
accepted by the people during the war,
owing to the exigencies of the times, and the
fact that they were tolerated then is proof
to ine that the people, if they so desired,
could do without the drinking of intoxicants.
The evil of drink, I admit, has been lessened
considerably by improving the surroundings
where intoints are sold. MYembers will re-
collect the old gin-shops and beer dens of
20 years past, and in Australia, too.

Mr. Lambert: Where wvere the gin shops'
You men block gins.

Mfr. DAVIES: When I come to this coun-
try they were known as shypoo shops. -I ad-
mit that 1I have not seen gin-shops in Aus-
tralia. But members will admit that tisere
is need to go further than our immediate
surroundings in order to see the evil effects
of drink. Anyone who has been in the older
countries of the world will know the effect
on the people who consumoe beer, wine and
spirits. Comning to the question of comnpen-
sation, here again probably I shall be ex-
pected to say that compensation should not
be given to the trade.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
Mr. DAVIES: The Government have

brought in a sort of hybrid measure. It is
enacted that houses which are closed by
virtue of a local option poll shall receive no
compensation, but houses which are closed as
a result of the operations of the licenses re-
duction board will, tnder this measure, re-
ceive compensation. I1 want to know fromt the



2406 [ASSEMBLY.]

Government how they intend to apply this
principle? Hlow can it be applied? If the
principle is to be adopted at all, it should
be applied alt round. I shall have more to
ay on this matter when the Bill reaches the

C'ommittee~ stage. At present I merely Nv-id1
to urge that the compensation provision must
apply either to the whole of the licenses or
to none.

Mr. Lambert: should the question be re-
opened after the ten years have expired?

31r. DAVIES: It is true that the trade has
been given 1.0 years' notice. I am as earnest
as any member to bring about the desired re-
form of the liquor trade, but we must not
close our eyes to the fact that while tbe
trade has had 10 years' notice that certain
houses would be closed, there have-been a
number of houses in the metropolitan area
which have been compelled to effect
improvements, although it was well known
that sooner or later the vote of the
people would result in the places being
closed. Therefore they have been increasing
the liability of the publican. To-night I
hold no brief for the publican; I think he is
wtell able to look after himself. However, I
wish to be fair.

The SPEAKER: The Bill does not provide
for compensation.

Mr. DAVIES: In certain eases it doe;, I
think, Sir. That being so, even the liquor
reform people should recognise the facts.
We munst be fair to the publicans, who are
engaged in an honest trade recognised by
the law, and the subject of special taxation.
Notwithstanding the special opinions held by
people who do not indulge in drink, it Ought
to be recognised that the owner of a public
house is just as honest and decent a citizen
as any other person in-the community. We
are now about to take away from him what
for years has been his livelihood. I would
not stress this question, but that, not-
withstanding the 10 years' notice. given
to the trade-

Mr. Lamnbert: Immunity; not notice.
Mr. DAVIES: Notwithstanding that fact,

our licensing courts hove been continually
forcing the publican to inmprove his pre-
miser.

Mr. Lambert: No; to keep them up to
standard.

Mfr. DAVIES: Keeping them oip to stand-
ard] included, in many cases, rebuilding at
considerable expense.

Mr. Lambert: I know one hotel in my dis-
trict which is so dirty that it is not fit to
be burnt down. The place is at Karalee. It
is the filthiest place in the country, and] yet
it is licensed.

M.%r. DAVIES: I thought it was some 20
years ago, or more, sinee beer was sold in
dlens. However, the lion. member corrected
ine when I made that statement. Yet now he
points out to air that the same conditions
obtain to-day. Another matter dealt with
in the Bill is the hours of trade. I am glad
there is no suggestion to revert to the old
closing hour of 11 p.m. In fact, I am of

opinion that there is room for further im-
provement in this respect. By law, and by
the Arbitration Court, tht, hours and duties
in almo-st all busiine.s establishments, includ-
ing hotels, have been regulated and restricted.
WVe are even going further, and in connection
with inoffensive drapery and gruct-ry and
ironmongery estab lish mentts the legislature
ilmposces (; 1) as the elolioig bout.

lion. W%. C. Anigin;u- That is at their own
r, quest.

Yr. DAVI1$: That may be, but let me
tell tlic lhon. member that, whether it were
4ione at the requestt at the sholikeeper or not,
the reformn was bound to conic about.

Hon. W. C. Angu in: I say nothing about
that; I say nierely it was done at their own.
request.

Mr. DAVIES: Logically again, if a similar
demand were mrade for the closing of hotels
at 6i p.m., we could hardly resist it. If I
may be allowed to digress a little, a claim
was recently advanced that such responsible
people as engine-drivers of passenger
trains should not be permitted to work
over a certain number of hours per
day. These engine-drivers have hundreds
of lives'in their hands. 'We say to the
shopkeeper that he must not work his am-
pdoyees more than 81 2 hours a day. The
samie thing applies ini the case of hotels.
However, at this juncture I amt not advocat-
ing a further reduction of hours. Still, I
do wish to express my pleasure at the fact
that no attempt has been made, at least up
to to-night, to revert to 11 p~nm. closing. Let
me state another phase of the question of
hours. Tobacconists are now compelled by
law to close their shops at 8 pilm., because
they sell cigars, cigarettes, and tobacco. Yet
we allow the hotels to remain open until
9 P.M. Thus while it is illegal for a tobac-
conist to deal in his particular goods after
8 p.m., hotels may deal later in tobacco.
goods, which is to the disadvantage
of the small shop-keeper. If any
attempt is going to be made to ex-
tend the closing hour for hotels to 11
p.m., I shall certainly endeavo~ur to in-
duce lion. members to vote for the closing
of hotels at 8 p.m. so far as regards the sale
of tobac,-o and certain other goods. Another-
implortant question is the bona fide traveller
claus;e. I have observed some peculiar hap-
penings in that connection. I lived in a
county where there was no bona fice sec-
tion, whilst the county just across the river
had suchl a irovision. The consequence was
that lieople used to troop ac-ross train the
cace county to the other, where the hotels
nets oplen uinder the bona fide traveller law.
Thev hotel-keepers themselves are to blame
for the fart that that section is here sought
to hie eliminated. I dlo not say nll the hotel-
keepersq are to blame, of course. I have seen
6 p'~m. ilosing in the Eastern States; and
there, notwithstanding that one is living in
the hotel, one cannot possibly obtain a drink
after 6 p.m.

Mr. (I .vdesdule: One can get a drink in
Viictoria almost anywhere after 6 p.m.
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Mr. DAVIES: What I have stated is car-
roct. I speak not fromi hearsay, but from
fix st-band knowledge, from my own exper-

ice.If as 'regards the bona fide section
the hotel-keepers generally Lad but taken
reasonable precautions, that section would be
safe to-day. I am prepared to admit that
owing to the elimination of a certain feature
of his trade, the hotel-keeper now is not so
concernedl as he usedl to be about the bona
fide traveller section. There was a time
when beer was sold at 3d. per glass and 4d.
per pint; but in those (lays, if one desired
to consume some beer on the Sunday in an
botch, one bad to pay twice the ordinary
charge. To-day the charge is alike on Sun-
days and week days. At one time the publi-
can uscd to make twice as much profit from a
barrel of beer sold on Sunday as froum one
sold on Saturday aikbt. The consequence
was the abuse of the bona fide traveller
section. Many hotel-keepers, let me add, ob-
serve the sect ion fairly. Personally, I do not
care whether the section is deleted or re-
tained. Par the majority of people it is
better off the statute-book. Those who go
picnickinig can easily tarry a bottle of beer
with them.

Mr. Lambert: Beer is very heavy to carry.
Mr. DAVIES:. It. is for the benefit of the

liquor trade that the bona fide section should
he out of the Act. I ani delighted to know
that clubs are to he under the same condi-
tions as hotels. Some question was raised
as to workers' clubs being tnder the same
conditions. us residential clubs. I hope all
clubs. will be placed on the same footing as
hotels. Clubs ought to be subject to the same
restrictions as hotels. As for the worker, I
personally fail to see why he wants a club at
all. I do not see why any person with a
home should want a club- His home should
be his club, and his club should be hii home.
I do not know what the member for North
Perth (Mr. Macallum Smith) would say if
women had exclusive clubs.

-Mr. Clydesdale: Why should not they have
them?

Mrs. Cowan: There is the Karrakatta
Club.

Mr. DAVIES:, Men consider the absence
of women's clubs right, simply because there
are no women's clubs to-day. I know men
who, while indulging in tobacco themselves,
raise objection to a young lady smoking a
cigarette occasionally. If women's clubs,
with consumpOti of liquor were brought in-
to existence, I do not know what would be
said by husbands concerning wives fre-
quenting such clubs. What would tbose
husbands think of sueb ''homes from
home" for women?

Ron. P. Collier: This is our home fromn
home lately, and you are coatributiug a lit-
tle towards making it more so.

Mr. DAVIES: The last point I wish to
touch on at the second reading stage is the
question of revenue. Much objection has
been raised to this measure because of an
idea, and a well-founded ides, that the

Government are looking for extra revenue
uinder this Bill. But there is nothing in
the Bill to show that the government are
looking for revenue.

Mr. Ric-Iarfison: That is only a passing
thought.

Mr. DAVIES: Though I am willing to as-
sist the Government to get revenue, I (10 not
think we shoul step fromn the sublime to the
ridiculous. I have heard references fromn
various speakers, including I think the
Premier, to features of this Bill having
been copied from Victorian legislation. The
Bill suggests that the extra amount to be
collected from the liquor traffic should be,
not as in Victoria six per cent., but eight
per cent. If we are to follow the Victorian
Act in other respects, I suggest we might
follow it in that respect too, and make the
extra taxation six per cent., and not eight.
I understood thu Premier to say that in the
past he has been getting from £35,000 to
£40,000 a year from the liquor trade, and
that it is intended to raise, under this
measure, something like £110,000.

Ron. P. Collier: No; £140,000.
Mr. DAVIES:. That is iucluding the

amount formerly raised.
Mr. Lambert: You know who will pay

for that?
Mr. DAVIES: The consumers.
Mr. Lambert: Yes; the people you repre-

sent.
Mr. DAVIES: It may be said that the

huteikeeper, or the brewer, will pay it. But,
it will be the consumer who will pay,
despite the protestation of the trade
that they will not pass it on. I ask that
toleration shall be shown, and that those
in the Rouse regarded as liquor law re-
formners will remember that the only way
to bring about any real reform is to he
moderate in our demands. From personal
observation, I can say that immense im-
provement has taken place in the liquor
trade during the last 20 years, and that
while the quality of beer has degener-
ated-

Mr. Underwood:, Beer is still good.
Mr, DAVIES: But not one-fiftieth

part as good as it was some years ago.
Mr. Underwood. How do you know?
Mr. DAVIES: I am assured that it is so.

While the quality of the beer has degener-
ated, the surroundings have been improved
out of all knowledge. I will support the
second reading.

Mr. McCALLUMf (South Fremantle)
[11.32): 1 hope the House will reject the
second reading. I cannot see in the Bill
any suggestion of reform. It is purely a
tswxation measure, framed exclusively with
the object of raising money. It will only
delAy reform, for it will give the idea that
the Government have attempted to initiate
reform, and so people will be prone to rest,
thiniking that some effort has been made to
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effect reform in the law, Nobody has
attempted to point out where the Bill even
endeavours to secure reform. Perhaps I
am in error. Perhaps there is one clause
claiming merit, the clause which creates
intoxicating liquors b,-y proclamation. In
the whole Hill that is about the only
attempt at reform. There is in the Bill a
number of ridiculous propositions. Instead
of trying to create democratic control, it
is taking control out of the hands of the
people and putting it into the hauds of a
lboard. It goes further, and denies rec-ogni-
tion of the vote the people gave a few
months ago. The Government have told us
that they propose to give effect to the de-
vision of the people in reference to State
control of the liquor traffic. But the Bill
proposes to eliminate from the parent Act
all opportunities for expressions of opinion
by the people onl the question of State con-
trol of the liquor trade, It takes from the
people the small voice which they now
have in the conduct of the business. They
are not to be consulted as to new licenses;
that is to be in the hands of three men
holding office as a board.

Ifr. Mann: Is it not in the hands of
three men, the licensing bench, now?

Ilr. MeCALLL'M : No, the licensing
bench have no power to create new licenses.
That has been the position for a number
of years past.

Mr. Mann: ButI if at licensin- district did
not v'ote reduction. the bench has power
to create new licenses. That was demon-
strated at Toodyny the other day.

.Mr. 2IcCALLUM: Because the hotel for
which the new license was issued was is-
tant 15 miles from the nearest existing hotel.
Apart froin that qualification, no new licnses
haove been ereatted for a number of years past.
I protest against taking front the people the
control of this traffic. It is essentially a
busi ness about which the people themlselves
should he consulted. It should be dlemocra-
tised, instead of which the Bill proposes giv-
ing the control into the hands of two or
three men. For a numher of ,years I was
ie of the memlbers of thle Perth licensing

bench. I regret very muich that the Pill nmakes
no effort at providing some of the required re-
f ormn. I an disa'qpointed with, the measure
insofar as it applies to clubs, because here
we had a sure way to give the control neces-
siri'. I have sot on the licensing bench in
Perthi when every member of the bench and
the inspector also have been opposed to the
granting of a new club license, notwith-
.standing which we had no power to refuse it.
The court is stripped of all power of opposi-
tion to the granting of a new club license if
the premises are suitable. There is in the
Bill no improvement in that respect. *

'.%r. Pickering: We could make the clnus2-
dealing witht the pirentises restrictive.

Mr. MTcCALLIT M: But should there be
nn distinction between the granting of a

license for an hotel and the granting of a

license for a club! The bench has to be
satisfied with the building, hut a-ort from
that they are stripped of discretian, and un-
less they set thiemselves up as absolute
partisans there is no powver tinder the
existing law for the bench to ref use
a club lit-ense, provided the bafilding is
suitable. I know it is generally held that great
quaontities of liquor are cnm uwd in the club.
Gienerally speaking, that is a inistaisen idea.
In most of the clubs there is not nearly so
muth liquor consumed as is gieneratlly sull-
posed. I have here the figures, ,iving the.
quantity of liquor consumed in the varions
clubs in the Perth district. The Celtic Club,
with a membership of 8511, consumes liquor
to the value of £9 per member per annum;
the City Club, with 418 members, consumes
£:12 worth per memher per insurt; the Cjm-
inertial Trovelers' Club, with 1,587 mem-.
hers, consiues £3 worth ; the Freemasons'
Cluh, with 358 mnembers, consun-es fql worth.
Other clubs are as follows:-Perth Club, 233
nmembers, £8 pier head; Perth Bowling Club.
60 nmenmbers. £:3; Perth Flying Squadron, 199
members, £9!; Perth Royal Yneltt Club, 189
menbeir, £:5; Amateur Sports Club. 293
members. £8; WVest Australian Chlb, 467 ient-
bets, £10; Cricket Association, 69:3 members,
£1-this club is not open all the week round:
Tattersall 's Club, 457 members, E9; Weld
Club, 3221 members, £53; Civil Service Club,
-46 membhers. £9; Naval and Military Club,
365 members, £2; Buffalo Club, 190 men,-
hers, £7; Mt. Lawley Bowling Club, 114
members, £1.

2.%r. Teesdale: Does not the Fremantle
C*lub average £32 per head?

Mr. 3MeCALLUM; I believe that the Fre-
mantle ('lub created a record. However, Fro-
nmntle holds records in most things, so wye
should hardl lv expect it to be bechind in this.

lon. WV. C. Angwin: But F,-emnantl' is
shunted quite differently.

Mr. 'MeCALI'M.'Mliaty men work on
ight shift, and pass to and fro at all hours
of the night, and to this fMet Fremnantle 's
high aver-age is doubtless largely due. When
we consider that the highest figures for any
of the Perth clubs is £12 per mienber per
imnnn, which works out at lcss than 5s. a
week, it cannot be said that there is a heavy
consumption of liquor in the clubs. But for
the( life of mep T cannot see why clubs shad 1
not be open to the same inspection as are
hotels. At the present tinme, the clubs are-
surrounded with an armour of legislative pro-
tection which it is impossible to pierce. Be-
fore a policeman call enter club premises for
the purpose of making an inspection, lie has
to get a warrant signed by the chairman or
a member of the licensing bench. There
might he a riot in one of the clubs. We know
what happened in Broome. There is a poes--
bilit Iv that the Chinese at the Weld Club may
run amok, and a policeman may desire to enter
in order to say, the lives of some of the mem.-
bers, but before he would have a right t3
enter the premises, he would haow- to fin] the
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chairman or a member of the licensing bench
and get a warrant.

'Mr. Mact'allnm Smith: Did not Don Cam-
eron get into the Weld Club without a war-
rant

Mr. MeCALLI'MI: He only got into the
mneat safe, and a scorch warrant Was not re-
quired to find him. I cannot see why a
policeman should not be permitted to inspect
a club if it is deemed necessary, iln the event
of muisbehaviour, to mnake such inspection,

Mr. Pickering: Can a policemnan make an
inspection of a private house without a wvar-
rant~

Mr. McCALL UM: If the bon. member can
compare a private house with a club, Ike has
a higher flight of imagination than I have. I
do not see bow a club can be compared with
a private house.

'Mr. Pickering: You have been comparing
a club with a hotel.

1Mr. 'MCCALLUMt: And I mnaintain that
the two should be precisely on the same foot-
ing. At present, however, one is open to the
public, while the other i-i open to members
only. This Bill makes no alteration in th3
direction of compelling licensed vietuallers
tO carry out the londitions of their licenses.
It is common knowledge that a number of
licensees in the city are boasting that they
have dlosed their dlining rooms. Somec of them
have closed up everything ex-pt the bars,;
they are not catering for mneals or accon-
miodation; they are merely doing a bar trade.
These licensees are not licensed wine, beer or
spirit merchants. They are licensed victual-
lers, and tinder their licenses they are re-
quired to provide not only d~ink, hut food and
accommodation. Yet they are being per-
muitted snow to boast of having closed their
dining rooms and dismissed their staff, anw1
of having no intention of re-opening their
dining roomns. If they are challenged, they
tell one, straight out that there is nothing ink
the existing law they cannot get around.

Mr. Teesdale. Thley' blamne you for that.
'Mr. MYeCALLsIM: I ami prepare] to take

all the responsibility for mny work, and l
ho- e to havec the responsibility of bringing
this oinission home to them during the next
few days.

M1fr. Pickering: The licenses reduction
board could. deal with that.

Mr. 3tcCALLI'Mf: There is not hing in the
Bill to -give either the bench or the board any
more control over licensed] victuallers than is
rossessed at present. If fine asks for a mneal
now, the licensee tries to find exciises for not
simplying it, but if one insists on being sup-
plied, he is shown into the dlining room nd
is inifnrmed-"- We will get you a meaL."
The licensee then sends to the restaurant
next door or across the road and keeps the
customer waiting as long as hie likes, lie
can supply biscuits and cheese and call that
a meal, and then charee an 'ything he likes
for it. There is no definition of what con-
stitutes a mneal or of what may be charged
for a meal. The liemaee can charge anything

froin £1 to £10O for a dinner, and yet not
have any provision whatever for catering on
the premises.

Mlr. Pickering: That did not hold with the.
Kintg Edward Hostel.

Mr. McCALLUM: The lion, miember is re-
ferring to the lirac-tice of giving drink away
with the nical. The premises were not
licensed at that particular time, anti the drink
was being supplied ostensibly free, so long
as one purchased a mneal. I hope thle Bill
will not reach the Committee stage, but if
it does, somie provision should be inserted
to Compel licensed victunllers to carry out the
contract tinder their- licenses. There are pala-
tial hotels in the city catering mnerely for
at bar trade. They employ no kitchen staff
and 110 dlining roomn staff. They mnerely have
one or two girls looking after the bedrooms,
and they- discourage anyone who goes there
seeking lodgings. Further, this is the only
line of business trading with the public that
can employ Asiatics without thle public know-
ing of it. If a furniture manufacturer emt-
ploys Asiatic, hie has to brand his furniture
accordingly, but in Perth a great number of
hotels emiploy Asiatic cooks, and no one is
any the wiser. Asiatics are freely employed
in kitch]ens ini the city, but unless one goes
to the back premises and mnakes an investiga-
tion, he docs not become cognisant of the
fact that coloured labour is employed.

Mr. Pickering: The cooking is generally
good.

Mr. MeCALLU-M: Iuniediatoly I sit down
to a mreal, I can tell by the smuell if it has
been cooked by a C hinamnan; there is HiO need
for 'ie to go to the kitchen. I hope the
Howe will resolve that if these people cut-
ploy Asiatic labouir, there will be some in di-
C-t.0.l 01 tim satct to the puiblic just as a
furniture maker has to show if hie employs
Asiatic labour. in Committee I propose to
make a nevel suiggestion which will have the
effect, of letting the public know where
Asiatics are employed. If a licensee cares to
employ themn, let it be known, but I would
say for the informationl of the member for
Boebourne, Who a little While back made an
interjection regarding Fremantle, that there
is not a licensfed victualler at the chief sea-
port who emiploys an Asiatic. If they con-
tinule to employ then] this should be miade
known to the public. I shall have a proposal
to make in that regard when the Bill is in
Comimittea. r disagree with the idea of re-
gisterinig bar attendants. I do not know
what goud purpose would be served by such
a proposal. If an attendant serves an in-
toxicated person he will lose his position.
Notic-cs to that effect are postedI op in every
bar in the city. If a barman refuses to
serve liquor to an intoxicated person he will
probably lose his job, or if he does serve it
in similar eases, he will lose his license and
not be able to continue on in his job. Why
sihould he he made the buttt Who is going
tp Judge as to when a man is drunk or sober 2

Mr. Teesdale: That provision is ridiculous,
and will not go through.
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Mr. McCALLUM: Other members have
conmmended it, and say it is desirable that
bar attendants should be registered.

Mr. Angelo: it has acted well elsewhere.
Mr. MeCALLrM: There is no place in

Australia where that steni i, in vogue.
Mr. Angelo: Yes, it is in South Australia.
Mr. 'McCALLUMI: In South Auistralia the

further employment of barmaids was aho-
lishled, andl no new bainnids are allowed to
L-o:UL into the trade. The harmaitla emploredl
at tile Iassing of that law were registered for
checking p;urposes. Nowhere do We find that
people who are earning their tiring in this
way have to be register&1, like a dog with a
(list round its nieck.

Mr. MaeChlunt Smith: Why do von re-
gister nurses?

Mr. McCALLUM: In that case it is de-
sired to raise the standard of the profession.
Is anything contained in the Nurses Bill to
the effect that they shall be deprived of
an opportunity of following their calling if
they do certain things?

Mr. MAac~allim Smith: Yes.
Mr. MfeCALLUM: That is in the event of

their proving in-omupetent or failing in their
duty. The Bill provides that if a man is
ordered by his employer to do a certain thing
and be does it lie will be sacked, and again,
if he refuses to do' certain things hie wvill be
sacked. I agree that there has been consider.
able improvement in the trade of latter years.
There was a time when there was not the same
standard of lqbour employed in the trade as
we see to-day. Since the wrages and condi-
tions were imiproved we find a splendid type
of men and woina working in that calling.

ll. P. Collier: The best in Australia.
Mr. %MeCAILTUk: It would be difficult

to find a better class of people anywhere.
Very few of themt would serve drink to an
intoxirated pierson, or do anything to en-
courage Arunkenness. The question will also
arise as to who is to say when a man is in-
toxicated.

The ( olonial Secretary:i A mnin is drunk
if lie van neither walk nor talk.

Mr. MfeCArLl-.Ml: I have a good defini-
tion of a drunken man, and I think perhaps
we might include it in the Bill-

Ile is not drunk tiat from the floor
C'an rise again and drink some more,
But he is drunk who prostrate lies
'Without the power to drink or rise.

J hope the obiligation of policing the trade,
for that is what it amounts to, will not be
cast upon barmen and barmnaids. The re-
sponsibility should attach to those who own
the business. The statement has been made
that the Licensing Court has been insisting
upon certain improvements to licensed pre-
mises, that lic-ensees have had to enter into
contracts for new buildings, for extension,
and iumproveinijnts, and that on those gounds
some consideration should be shown to them.
I believe this has happened in some dis-
tri.-ts, but not in the Perth district. No
order has been issued in Perth for any al-

terations or lmpir-ements since I have been
conneceted with the licensing beach.

*Mr. 'Mann: What about the Savoy Hotel?
Mir. 2IcCALLflr, That was before any

such pirovision as this was made. T have
been on the beneli for eight years, and no
order has been issued] for improvements dar-
ing. liy term of office.

Mr. Dairies: Two hotels in Guildford
]live been rebuilt.

Mir. MlCVALLIT M: This may hare oc-
eurred in other districts, and did occur in
F ennantle last week, but it has not occurred
in the metropolitan area. The Bill does not
commtend itself to me(. It is a measure en-
ti-ely fur raising money, and contains no
nttemjlt at reform. I am not going to help
the Government to raise money through a
Bill of this kind. If they wan~t a taxation
measure let then: bring one down for that
lmrposec only, not uidcr the guise of a re-
form Bill, the object of which is to put
money into their coffers. The suiggested tax
is ridiculous in the extreme. It will not
affect the parties the Government have in
view. Instead of bringing about anything
in the nature of a reform in the trade it
will only delay reform, because it will lull
people into the belief that something has
been done, whereas nothilng is being done.
The Bill is an absolute farce.

M r. MANX (Perth) [11.58]: 1 will sup-
port the Bill for the reasons that I will now
relate. The Government are making an ear-
nest attempt to reform the liquor trade. I
have been in a position to form an opinion
concerning it. The liquor trade in this State
is as well conducted as it is in may other
State of the Commonwealth, probably better
than in most State;, and better than in any
other part of the world. The class of hotel
we have in the State, particularly in the
metropolitan area, will compare more than,
favourably with the hotels in the other
entrves of the Commonwealth, both on the
score of structure and accommodation, and
of the class of liquor sold. With few ex-
c-eptions there are no hotels in the city at
which people cannot stay and know that
they are free from molestatioa a-nd where the
surroundings are not thoroughly respectable.
There may be one or two exceptions to this
rule, but latterly this type of hotel has
p~ractically been driven out of existence.
Some hon. members who spoke on the Bill
last night, especially the member for
Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), would lead the
Rouse to believe that we are practically on
the verge of decay and ruination through
liquor and the liquor trade. I have looked
up some statistics bearing on the point,
and I find that from 1914 to 1918 convic-
tions for drunkenness within the Common-
wealth fell from 141 per thousand to 86 per
thousand. In the Commonwealth generally,
and especially in this State, the tendency
has been towards sobriety. There is not
now the same amount of drinking as there
was some years ago. What is needed, and
what this Bill aimis at, is uniformity of
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administration throughout Western Aus-
tralia. At present we have in the metro-
politan area a licensing bench which looks
after its business, sees that the Act is
properly complied with, and keeps the trade
in order. In some other portion of tile
State another licensing bench functions,
and is not so strict as the metropolitan
bench. There have been eases of a publican
whose application for a license had been
successfully resisted in one. district, going
away to another district and through the
medium of a dummny securing a license
there. Under this Bill that kind of thing
would not be possible.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why notl
Mr. 'MANN Because there would be

only one licensing hoard.
Hfon. W. C. Angwin: The Bill does not

say there shall be only one board.
Mr. MANN: The one board can make

one district, or as many districts as it
chooses.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the Bill does
not say that there shall be only one board.

Mr. McCallum : The board would not
'know the dummy was up.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tine Bill says that a
person may be appointed a niember'of two
or more licensing boards.

Mr. MANN: In Victoria the board sys-
tern undoubtedly has produced great re-
forms. Convictions for drunkenness are
lower per thousand in Victoria than in any
other Australian State. The annual total
of convictions for drunkenness in Victoria
is down to 3,000, as against 21,000 in New
South Wales, 11,000 in Queensland, 3,000 in
South Australia, and 4,000 in Western Aus-
tralia. I suggest that the good conduct of
the trade in Victoria is due to the manner
in which the licensing boards there carry
out their duties, and in my opinion the
trade here will be much better lo iked after
by one board controlling the whole of the
State.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the Bill does not
say there shall he only one board.

Mr. MANN: That is thle way I read the
measure. It practically says there shall be
one board. That board will have the power
to say what hotels shall exist, and--

I-on. W. C, Angwin: It is the redaction
boardI you are speaking of.

Mr- MANN: The reduction board will
take the place of the licensing bench.

lion. W. 0. -Angwini Not under this Bill.
Mr. MANN:, The reduction board will

have the power to refuse licenses and to
grant licenses.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: No; not under this
measure. Read Clause 4.

Mr. MANN: I. will discuss Clause 4 with
the hon. member directly.

Ron. W. 0. Angwin: You are mixing up
the two boards-the reduttion board and
the licensing board.

Mr. MANN: Under our present system,
the vote of the people in one district is for

reduction, and in another district for Con-
tinuance. Let me take the cases of M Aid-
land -Junction and Guildford. They are in
the one licensing district, but they are two
distinct towns, Midland Junction voted
for Continuance, while G~uildford voted for
reduction. The licensing beech thereupon
interfered with no hotels at Guildford, but
closed two at 'Midland Junction. I hold
that tile present system is inadequate to
meet the requirements of the control of the
liquor trade. Therefore I favour the pr'o-
posed board under this Bill. The measure
will, in ray opinion, need certain amend-
mnents. I have placed on the Notice Paper
amendments relating to Clauses 15 and 21.
Fuirther I intend to niodve in the direction
of preventing an hotel being shifted from,
say, the Ocean Beach into the centre of
P'erth, as might possibly result from the
power of the board to make any number
of districts into one district. I shalt move
an amendment providing that there can he
no new license in any district, even though
several districts may he joined into one.
Clause 47, I think, also requires amend-
nient; and I intend to move accordingly.
Under the clause as it stands there is no
appeal from the board's decision, even
though that decision should conflict with
all our ideas of equity and of justice.
Further, I regard the revenue clause as too
high, and in Committee I shall move for a
reduction in that respect, and also for pay-
ment of part of the compensation by the
landlord, instead of the whole being paid
by the licensee. Subject to these reserva-
tions I support the second reading, and'
hope it will be carried.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. HIICKMOTT (Pingelly) [12.8 a.n.]:
I have listened carefully to the various
speeches delivered on this Bill, and I agree
with the opinion expressed by many menu-
hers that the measure is not what we ex-
pected. It seems* really a taxation Bill; but
money has to be raised somewhere, and per-
haps drink is a luxury that is as well able
to stand taxation as anything else is. How-
ever, the proposed percentage of taxation is
possibly rather high. I was pleased to learn
from the last speaker that throughout Aus-
tralia there is a tendency towards increased
sobriety. I was glad also to learn from the
member for South Fremantle that the per-
centages in the various clubs are not what
we might have expected them to be. Still,
we are told that the drink bill of Western
Australia is higher than that of any other
Australian Stale,

Mr. Mnn:- That is not correct.
Mr. HICKMOTT: If the drink bill of West-

ern Australia runs into about two and a
half millions per annum, it is a tremendous
amount. I am one of thosi- who hold that
higher efficiency is attainable in the absence
of drink. Though mot a pledged teetotaUer,

a
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I think better results would be ach~ieveud if
we used no intoxicating liquors whatever.
Although I am not fully in accoid with the
Bill, I shall support the second reading, be-
lieving that the measure will receive con-
sNideratle, amendment in Committee. To the
threfittlis majority I am ;nl,solutelv opposed.
It a simple majority suffices to el et a an
or a wolian to this honourable House, or
sniflices to impose conscription, or tor an al-
tcration of the constitution, it should also
be good cnou~gh for the amndmeut of the
licensing law of this State. I am in favour
of the absolute majority being sufficient for
thne decision of such a qutestion,, and then the
j-eojle themselves can (lea] with the matter.
We should (10 away uitlt the provision re-
garding the .80 per cent, majority. We call
ourselves a democratic people. The altera-
tions I Euggest regarding the voting would
be a step along the lines of democracy. I
will not detain the House at this late hour,
but simply content myself with stating the
attitude I intend to adopt. We would have
more efficiency if we did away with the
drink. I do not hold with the nmenmber for
Cue (11r. Cbesson) that drink is necessary
or beneficial for anen working in mines.

Mr. Chesson: Because you have never
worked down a mline.

Mr. HLCRMOTT: I believe there arc many,
ways iii which men can improve their health
without the aid of drink. We have an ex-
ample before us in the member for -North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Aingwin), who
is a total abstainer. Some hon. members con-
tend] that if he did drink, it would make bin,
better, but I think it would make him worse.
T intend to support the second rending of
the Bill, but I trust amendments will be
agreed to in Committee to make the measure
mio:e reasonable and acceptable to people
than it is at Iresent.

Hon. W. C'. ANOWVIN (North-East Fre-
mntle) [12.12]: 1 rise to say a fe w words
with a certain amount of diffidence in re-
gard to the Bill. I do not suppose that any
person in Western Australia has received
mhore abuse regarding the Licensing Act than
I have during the past 11 yea-s. It has been
said that there are sonic reasons for it and
if the reasons givent in sonie instances were
based on facts, it would be all right. If
lprohibition were given effect to, it would not
affect sue Personally because at the present
time the Federal law protects sue against
prohibition. Under the Federal laws,
brewers' licenses and 2 -gallon licenses arc
dealt with, andi as I am supposed to he
affected lv fumes from a brewery every
morning, Plarliament can rest assured that
the 2-gallon license will remain, in consequence
of which I shll he immune from the effects
of any Prohibition law. By way of inter-
jection, I said that plrohibition could not he
introduced in Western Australia until it had
been introduced in other parts of tine (oin-
monwealth as well, because the Federal law
overrides State legislation. It is useless for

us to insert anything in a Bill to prohibit
any brewery, or any person holding a 2-
gallon license, from carrying on their busi-
ness, so long as the Federal law is in exist-
ec.-As a matter of fact, all '--gallon
liuen~vs and brewery- licenses are governed b '
the Federal Excise Act; consequently, we cau-
not interfere with that law. There ale many
direc-tions in which we can improve the posi-
tinit. Like others of muy colleagues on the
Opp1 osition side of the Houme, I niaintain
that the Bill is a step backwards. Instead
of makling for the improvement of our licens-
ingz laws, the reverse will be achieved if the
Bill is passed. Perhaps there is sonic reason
for that. Mlost hon. innubeis are aware
that I was responsible for the introduction
of the time compensation clause, instead of
nionetary compensation, over a period of Inl
years. There was no doubt in my mind that
under the law as it existed, any person who
received a license got no guarantee that his
license would be extendled after a period
of 12 months. That being so, I was
convinced that we were nmorally boiiiid to
renew that pcrson 's license so long as the
licemee carried out the provisions of the Li-
casing Act. Further than that, the holder
of the license was compelled by law to pro-
vide certain accommodation, and to spend
certain mroney in the erection of building%
before licenses could be granted. Thevrefore,
while legally the license held was only good
for 12 months, we were morally hound, in
the fact, of such conditions, to reney it.
Titere was considerable diversity of opinion
ott the point. At the request of some of my
temperance friends, particularly in Fremnan-
tle where the Church Temperance Society,
comprising representatives of the various
churches, approached inc in the mnatter, .I
introduced a clause to wipe out any doubt
that existed in the minds of soire people re-
garding the renewal of licenses. An amend-
ing Bill was introduced in 1911, and provi-
sion was made for a reduction board on
soamewhat similar lines to that suggested in
the Bill. Those clauses were struck out, how-
ever, and considerable attention was givei
to the question of whether there should be a
time limit fixed over a period of 15 years;
or 10 years or monetary comspensantion paid.
We succeeded finally, with a,, almost unani-
mnous yote of Parlianment in deciding upon
a 111 years' compensation clause. Since then,
every person who has erected an hotel has
known from the start the position in which
he stood: that after the expiration of if)
yecars, if he had to cloe uip, lie would Dot get
monetary compensation.

Mr. Davie: The licensing board can deal
with hotels despite that provision.

lion. W. C. ANGWIN: Under the Lieens-
ing Act, provision is made for certain things
to he dlone and the board can close up hotels
if licensees do not conmpdy w-ith the conditions
under which they, hold their licenses. If,
however, thne licensees complied with those
conditions, they could take advantage of that
10 years' provision. Now what is the posi-
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tioat This law had not been in existence
more than two or three years before certain
persons connected with the temperance party
advocated a repeal of the honourable contract
entered into writh those engaged in the trade.
And a Bill with that object was introduced
in this Chamber. I then predicted that, be-
fore the end of the 10 years, there would be
an agitation from the other side for exten-
sion of the time, or for compensation. In
the Bill before us, we have the fulfilment
of that prediction. When arrangements were
entered into with regard to compensation,
each side should have- endeavou red to keep
the compact. Although I was a member of
the Government which brought down the Bill
to break that compact, I opposed the Bill.
For that I have been roundly condemned.
Possibly from this time forward I shall be
-relieved from having to accept responsibility
for all murders and suicides and for the
fate of all those .wlo have got into difficulties
-through drink. When I opposwed that BillIthe lenders of the temperance movement wrote
ine a letter, in the course of which they placed
on me exclusive responsibility for all mur-
ders, suicides, and convictions, the result of
drunkenness. My time has now expired, and
to-day I suppose I can regard myself as free
-once more.

Mr, Mann: You have served your time.
Mr. Boyland: Were they good Christian

people?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: They were sup-,
posed to be. If I had got home from the
House earlier than 2 o'clock this morn-
ing, or if I had not had to leave my homne
again very early this morning, I would hav-e
brought here a letter containing a resolution
carried against me and those associated with
me by the 'Methodist Church. I cio not care
-whom I may offend or please in respect of
this question. I agree with the member for
Guildtford (Mfr. Davies) that we must take
a fair and just view of the position. What
baas been time effect of thme Licensing Act dlur-
ing the last few- years? For years have I
canvassed the East Fremantle district every
three months in order to opoose the granting
of licenses. And not only have I thus can-
vassed the district four times in each year,
but I have attended at the licensing court
day after day at my own expense so that I
might scruitinise and swear to the signatures
on petitions opposed to the granting of lie-
eases. Those who condemned me have never
done that, but have contented themselves
-with getting on the platform and making
speeches. Since the passing of the Licensing
Act in 1911 not one new license baa been
granted in the metropolitan area; nor has
there been necessity for any person to go
around the district in order to induce a
manjority of the ratepayers to oppose the
issue of new licenses. If we have not gained
in anything else, we have certainly gained to
the extent that there has been no increase in
the number of licenses in the metropolitan
atrea.

Mr. Pickering: On the contrary, there have
been decreases.

Hon. WV. C, ANG WIN: Only withia the
last few weeks. 'Can anybody honestly say
that the Licensing Act in force during the
past 11 years has not been beneficial to the
State? If it has done nothing else it has
served to keep in check the number of lic-
enses;, yet in face of that and other benefits
conferred by the Act, we dund mcei ready to
abuse those who framed the Act which en-
ables the people to vote against increased
licenses. The Bill represents a 'retrograde
step, in that it wipes out that provision.
When the vote has been carried against in-
creases, no licenses can be granted within
15 miles of an existing license. So, in the
wmetropolitan area, we have had no new lic-
enses. That is the law to-day. It is true
that a lieense can be transferred. Times
without number before the passing of the
Act, did we have demands made for a license
in the populous district of Leederville. Una-
der the Bill that license could be granted
against the wish of the people.

Mr. Munsie: And will be.
Hon, NV. C. ANOWIN: Only to-day have

I received a letter from a M.%r. Grove,
who advocattes that thle petition should be
taken of thle majority of the residents
within a 10-mile radius of the site of a pro-
p'osed new hotel. Why, if I had my way,
I would restrict the radius to half a mile!I
A man who advocates the extension of such
a radius to 10 iles does not know what lie
is talking about, has never canvassed a dis-
trict. With the voting spread over a radius
of 10 mifles, it would be impossible to defeat
the issue of a new license in any tliatrict.
Those most likely to oppose the granting of
a new license arc these living nearest to the
site Of' the proplosed new hotel. [Tader 'Mr.
Grove's proposition, a person living at Cot-
tesloc Beach would have a vote in respect of
a new license in either Frenmantle or in
Perth, In a big area it is the easiest thing
i11nagimumble to get signatures in support of a
new license. MAy experience is that the
smaller the area fixed, the easier it was to
oppose a license, because very few people wish
to have a licensed house established near to
them. The provision that any person within
a radius of five miles should have a right to
say whether a license should be granted in
a certain centre represents a backward step,
amid I amu surprised at those representing the
temperance party suggesting that the radius
be increased to 10 miles. Those people do
not know what they are talking about and
1 am satisfied they have not done any work
in connection with licenses.

Mr. Davies: They have another point in
view, nmuely that there may be a no-license
majority in the surrounding district.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN :,Bitt the people will
not express their opinion by way of a vote.
If it were so I would offer no objection. It
is proposed that this be done by petition.
Very often people will sign a petition in
order to get rid of the individual who asks
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then, to sign, but if they had a vote, they
would express themnselves in the opposite
direction. This provision is not for a vote,
,hut for the signing of a petition. Scores of
people will sign a petition without knowing
chat it is for, simply because it "Aill not
affect them. They will sign merely to get
rid of those who ask thenm to sign.

Mr. MIcCallum, Smith: Some of them would
sign their own death warrant.

lion. W. C. ANCIWIN: If the Bill pro-
vided for the taking of a vote, I would offer
no objection. However, the ballot box is to
be removed and the power to present a peti-
tion is to be given to a majority of the
residents, not electors, within a five miles
radius of the proposed licensed house. At
the court the Commissioner of Police will be
represented, but so long as the petition bears
a majority of the signatures, there can be
no opposition to it. A majority is required
in a certain area and the magistrate can
then grant the license. That is all that is
necessary.

Mr. McCallum: Cannot the mngistrate as-
certain how many there are in the district?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No, that would be
impossible.

Mr. Mann: I understood you to say there
would be no vote.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: That is so.
Mr. Mann: Have you read Sections 29 and

130?
lHon. W. C. ANOWIN: The vote will be

entirely on no-license. That will be the only
matter submitted to a vote.

Mr. Mann: Or on the question wshether a
license shall be renewed or transferred.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: No, only one vote
will be submitted under this measure; that
of no-license. The bon. member will find
that before a new license can be granted, a
petition signed by a majority of the resi-
dents within a radius of five miles of the
proposed new license must be presented. Tn
a fairly well populated district, the applica-
tion of the five-mile radius would make 'it a
very easy matter to get the requisite number
of signatures. If the applicant were re-
stricted to a radius of a quarter of a mile,
it would be impossible for him to get the
required number. I an, speaking from ex-
pi-rienee of the provision that required the
signatures of ratepayers and not merely of
residents. The Government have taken a
backward step by submitting this proposal.
They- are taking another backward step by
proposing to allow an increase of licenses to
be granted by the hoard in any way what-
e'er. When the Mill reaches the Committee
stage, I would like to see the local option
clauses of the present Aet embodied in it.
The public in any district should have a right
to say whether there shall he any increase or
decrease in licenses, and they are the only
people who should be considered.

The Premier: The experience in Victoria
is against you.

lHon. WV. C. ANOGWIN:% I do not think so.
I agree that the vote should apply to all

licenses, bitt surely no person should have a
right to say whether a license -hould be
granted in a particular district unless the
people have, by a local option vote -onducted
hey a Gloverument official, signified their ap-
proiul. We should nut be satisfiedl merely
wiith signatures on a petition. This is one
clause of the Bill which I consider to be
detrimental to the interests of the comnmun-
ity. Now let us cons-ider the compensation,
clause. We must renlnmb,,r that every par-
son in the trade has h)ad 10 years' notice.
-Now, however, the Premier provides in this
Bill for the trade to compensate itself out
of one per cent, on the purchase. If the
Premier 's estimate of £140,000 is correct,
one per cent, will be equal to about £.17,000
a year. We arc to have a board of three
nmembers who must have a secretary, and in
all probability will require a valuer as well
as an office and a staff of three or four
typists. Now I ask members: How much of
that £17,000 will be left -to devote to the
closing of hotels?

The Premier: About £14,000.
form. W. C. ANOWIN: 'Never. I have never

yet known of a board working continuously
as the proposed board must work, who could
manage their business at a cost of £3,000 a
year. Suppose they succeeded in doing so,
how many hotels could they close? Suppose
the wrhole £17,000 were made available, how
many hotels could they close?

The Premier: In Victoria they cost a
little over £50.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier can-
not rompare Victoria with Western Austra-
lia. It is all very well to quote the position
of Victoria, but a very large number of the
hotels closed in that State were old and very
small buildings which could well be done
without. In Western Australia, however, the
provisions of the Licensing Act have been
such that a great majority of the hotels are
far better than many of the hotels even in
the city of Melbourne. The conditions are
not comnparable, hr~t let us consider Bourke-
street for a moment: Could the hotels of
Bourke-street, Melbourne, be compared with
those of High-street, Fremantle? Taking the
size and population of the two places, it must
be admitted that Bourke-street does not pos-
sess hotels of either the same size or standard
a% High-street, Ftremantle. I mention this to
show that the proposed licenses reduction
board is a farce.

The Premier: It is not.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: No hotels will be

closed except one or two in the hack blocks
where mines are closed down, and where the
rlsn of building is nruall and which would
eveitually he closed whether there was a
reduction board or imot. The reduc-tion lboard
will make no difference in the closing of
hotels. The Premier proposes to take a
vote notce in three years. Why is there any
necessity for this seeing that every three
years the. people will he voting on the ques-
tion? Why should we build up a board with
officers and staff and bring about increased
taxation when the peopile themselves ran do
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the work required once in three years. The
Bill is an ill-considered one, and is a retro-
grade step as compared with that of 1911.

Mr. Davies: Some explanation will be re-
quired about the reduction board and the
local option poll.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We want to bring
about reform in the matter of drinking. It
is useless for me to deal with hotels or clubs,
because I ant not fully acquainted with them.

The Premier: You are not an authority on
them.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:- I have scarcely
ever been inside one. Two years ago I had
the pleasure of spending a few weeks in
England. One of the things that surprised
me more than anything els e was to see how
little intoxication there was on the part of
the people. The reason for this was that the
strength of intoxicating liquors had been re-
duced. During the time I was there I only
saw three men that appeared to be the
worse for liquor. Mete we can go into almost
any shop of any note and can buy something
in the way of an intoxicating drink, such as
Seda, which contains 37 per cent, of proof
spirit. Intoxicating wines are also sold there
as medicine. No license is required for these
things. Many forms of intoxicant are being
sold without a license. -Some of our shops
would] scorn the idea of keeping a licensed
house, and yet they sell these things and de-
eeive the people. This is the cause of a good
deal of the intoxication that is seen in our
midst.

Mr. Money': We have inspectors to look
after that.

Rion. W. C. ANGWIN: We should re-
duce the standard of the liquor that is so]l

Mr. Mann:- Do you not think it is too
high?0

lIon. W. C. ANGWIN: By reducing the
standard in all probability we shall assist
those whbo drink to excess, and prevent them
from finding themselves in the position that
they are too often in. 'What a farce it is
to license a man to sell intoxicating drinks,
and then to fine a mnya and often imprison
him, for drinking it!

Mr. McCallum: License the man who does
the drinking.

Hon. W. U?. ANGWIIN: The Premier de-
sires to see that the more a mnin drinks the
more he contributes to the revenue. Does be
also propose that Lhe fines in the police court
should be increased to the man who drinks?
State hotels are eliminated so far as the local
option is concerned. I should like to know
why that is 5o. The majority of the votes
that were recently passed were cast in
favour of State hotels. fn the face of this
expression. of opinion on the part of the
public, why is this provision struck out?
There will 'be great difficulty in this State
in getting prohibition until our hotels be-
come State, hotels. Some people say "If we
have State hotels the Treasurer will use them
for the purpose of obtaining revenue, and
once he gets hold of them he will strongly
oppose the closing down of any State

betel.'' Once we get State hotels we will
wipe out the private institution. When we
take a vote of the people we will not have
the private hotels to fight. The people will
not fight themselves. No Government dare
fight the people. We shall therefore have a
fair and just vote expressing the opinion of
the people in regard to State hotels. If they
wipe them out they will only be wiping out
their own property. There will be no big
funds gathered together for the purpose of
fighting the question when the people as a
whole have to decide it. I am, therefore,
sorry that State hotels are struck out so far
as our local option vote is concerned. I was
surprised to hear the remarks of the mnem-
her for Leederville (Capt. Carter) the other
ntight. I trust there are not many membhers
holding similar views. It is possible for any
person to mend his ways, and I do not hold
with the hon. member's argument that be-
cause a man has erred once he will always
err, or that because a man breaks the law
once he will always dlo so. According to the
mnember for Leederville, once a man breaks
the law-and it is purely a civil law-he
must stiffer for his crimie for life. He said
'"If a barman did not 'carry out the pro-
visions of the Act strictly, and is once fined
for a breach of the Act, I would cancel his
registration and never register him again."
W%,e were taught f ront our boyhood days to
extend charity to every individual.

Mr. Troy: This is charity!

(The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN:- And yet we find
the member for Leederville preaching a doc-
trine of that description. He would commit
a man to penal servitude for life, because
he once happened to break the law. It is a
wrong argument to bring forward, and such
act ion would be wrong to take. I hope not
many members will support the member for
Leederville. I am not going to say that a
licensee is responsible for every breach of
the licensing law committed in his hotel.
M any men who are apparently licensees oh
hotels are really only the managers. They
are neither owners nor the actual licensees.
A ease within my knowledge, which occurred
not many years ago, was that of a manager
who was told very straight that his returns
bad to be higher. He knew what that meant.
It meant that if he did not make bigger re-
tLurns, out he would go. To enable him to
secure the larger returns, he had to take
risks; and eventually he was caught. But
the actual owner or licensee, as dfistinguished
fromi the manager, had protected himself by
including in the lease a provision that if
there was a breach of the licensing law the
lease could be terminated.

Mr. McCallum:- The same thing would
apply to barinen if they were licensed.

Hon- W. C. A.NOWIN: Yes. The man-
ager I refer to had to commit offences
against the licensing law in order to secure
bigger returns. 1 agree with the member for
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South Fremantle (Mr. 'McCallum) that a
barmnan, if licensed, would find himself sub-
jeted to exactly similar conditions. If he
fails to sell liquor, he will be dismissed; it
h-' sells it, and is caught, he will likewise
he dismissed. Then, according to the mem-
ber for Lecerville, he should be forever de-
barred from following the occupation of
harman. I observe that the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) is under misapprehension
with regard to what I may term the ap-
pointment part of the Bill, He believes that
there is to be one board for the whole of the
State. But what the Bill provides is that
cne mil may be a member of more licensing
boards than one. The hon. member has
mixed up the court. and the board. I am) not
going to wrorry as regards the proclamation
to be issued by the Government. At thle
same time) we canl honestly declare that it is
not equity to put a tax on a drink which a
moan thinks is beneficial to him-he it so or
not-mid Jet another man go free simply be-
cause hie does not drink the same kind of
drink. I hope that if the Bill goes through,
the House will see that everybody is served
alike.

Mr. Troy; But those -who take liquor get
iiore funl out of life than you and I do.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: Let the lion, tncan-
her make no mistake about that. Those others
get headaches; we do not. Perhaps thle Pre-
mijer, recognising that lie has no power to put
excise duties or special taxation on tea and
various cordials, simply toy that reason puts
them onl alcoholic liquors. I contend that those
who abstain from intoxicating liquor should
be subjected to additional taxation in the
same proportion as those who take such liquor.
It is true that the Commonwealth gets a very
large sumi annually from the sale of intoxi-
eating liquor in Western Australia; sonic
£000,000 or £700,000 a year, I think. But
let me pint out to the member for Katauining,
(Mr. A. Thomson) that ft-e Cominnrmnvi-althl
spends a large amnount of mouny in Wsestern
Austrnlia. Commonwealth old age aaid in-
vahuil pensions, for instance, are paid. here,
and over £E40,000 is paid arnnally as a mater-
nity bonus. Thuis sonic of this mioney comes
back to the State. There must he sonic further
revenue raiseid in Western Australia by the
State Glovernmnt; but, in myi ollinion, 8 Per
cent. is too large an increase. One -all tax
a nian imidireely to thme extenit of 20s. without
his renmarking upon it; but if hie is calledl
uponm to pay 2s. 64d. in direct taxation, lie is
inclined to kick lip a row. Possibly the aver-
age iian will not trouble much about this
taxation, because it is to be taken from him
in (I ribs And drabs. But, if we want ref orm of
the liquor traffic, we mulst, firstly, introduce
the neressary legislation to reduce the
strength of intoxicants, and, second-ly, refrain
from giving to any body' of men the power
to increase the number of licenses, without
tlme consent of the people, expressed by hal
lot, in the particular district concerned. This
last is one of the principal provisions of our
present liquor legislation. Otherwise we shall

be taking a backward step. For that reason I1
must vote against the second reading of the
Bill.

Mr, STUBBS (Wagin) [12L58]: The most
important measure that has come b)efore Par-
lianient during the present session is now
under discussion. The Bill has been brought
in at the eleventh hour, and hon. members are
expected at this stage to go fully into Usle
measure, applying to it all thle intelligence
they are possessed of, in order that a suit-
able means of dealing with an importanit
question may be placed on the statute-book.
Before embarking onl a criticism of that
measure, let ine say to the Premier that it
would be well, after the secoad rending has
been carried-I understand from the expres-
sions of opinion given by many amembers that
the second reading will be passed-to refer
the Dill to a select committee. I hope the
hon. gentleman will accept that adv ice in the
spirit in which it is teadered to him. I anm
confident there are members of this Chamber
who will he prepared to afford the Govern-
ment all possible assistance thrwigh a select
committee which can become a Royal Comn-
mission after the session closes. There is
absolutely no possibility of the measure re-
ceiving adequate consideration between now
and thme close of tile session. To have thle
Bill carefully considered by a select commit-
tee would r-esult in a measure of far greater
value than that which the Premier is now
seeking to pass into law. Eleven years ago,
the present Licensing Act was uinder con-
sideration for malty weeks both in this Chian-
ber and in the Upper House. Ofte or two
of the main principles of the Act are well
north renmembering. A time limit was pro-
vided for hotelkeepers rather than nmnet-try
compensation. It was provided that in April
1921 a referendum of the people had to be
taken, and if any district voted in iteour of
a reductionl of licenses, it was eomupti for
the licensinig authorities to im-license the re-
tiaired number of hotels in ti- dit-trict af-
f&eted. The present Bill contetimiatt-s lute all-
poimtment of a board tnj roi'rrd M).1 license.:
;u the future, to demvreae the nmbher of li-
censes iii existence. and N. awarni umonetary
,,Gill ensa tion to those hot-?lt-"-hner3 Whlo %,ill

:nto ;ta w o'i'~ business :n 14mimisqucuir 'it
Ii, opferalioii - f thiin en sure. I in it-miler %%ell

the uiehnteis tir jrnk place roL-,irlimg tim Li-
cens4ig Act nand the euntroversy that raged
through the columns of the Press. Various
orgnnisamtiops ''slang-wanged'' all and sun-
dry who did not see eye to eye with them
regarding the fairness or otherwise of the leg-
isation. At flint tinme, I considered the le-g-
islation was efetive. In my opinion, no law
wtill ever he passed in Western Australia which
will have the effect of prohibiting the sale of
liquo(r here. I believe Western Australia
should go in for a greater consumption ot
liquor than at piresent, moor" particularly in
thme direction of light wines. Far too mullch.
whisky is consumed in this State. One has
omily to go to the Continent and see what goesi
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on in Italy, France, and Spain where light
wfinles are consumied to a greater extent to
realise the almost total absence of drunzken-
ness in the streets. It would be an eye-
opener to anyone accustomed to what we see
in Perth to observe the way the people drink
in those countries. I feel confident that we can
produce far better wines than are sold in
France or Spain or Italy. Wine is a bever-
.age that should be on everyone's table. So

logas I am connected with public life in
Western Australia, I will not advocate the
abolition of drinks, such as light wines. L
regret the system which has grown tup tinder
which so ninny adults prefer to drink whisky
and other spirits, rather than the light
wrines, the consumption of which would
assist our people who own vineyards In
various parts of the State. I am in accord
with many of the remarks of the member
for Ranownn (Hon. T. Walker), particu-
larly when hie stated that over-indulgence
in. lcohol and spirits tended to decrease
the will power of the individual. I hope
thle tune is not far distant when these
heavy alcoholic beverages, which are mostly
obtainable in hotels, will be rejected in
favour of light wines. It is useless to go
into all the clauses of the Bill at such an.
early hour of the morning, but there are
one or two points I desire to mention. Dur-
ing the many years I have been identified
with public life in 'Western Australia, I
was closely associated at one period with
several clubs in the city. I remember that
the membership of sonic of those clubs
consisted largely of buys from IS to 21
rears of age, who were fond of yachting
and aquatic sports on the Swan River. One
thing that struck me at the time was that
the boys used to make a habit of meeting
,on Saturday nights and indulging in no0t
one or two glasses of ale, which would no~t
have done theta any harm, but they evi-
denced a tendency to take more than was
good for them. I regret to state that sonie
of them acquired the habit of taking too
much liquor, and in after years this led to
their downf all. As a member of several
clubs now, I know that some are not con-
ducted as they should be. Whatever form
the legislation finally takes, I consider some
measure of reform could be achieved in
eliminating some of the objectionable-
features which characterise the conduct of
-some clubs in Western Australia. Clubs
should close their strangers' rooms at the
same time as the ordinary hotelkeeper has8
to close his prwises, particularly seeing
that the latter has to pay higher fees in
re-spect of his privileges. Sunday trading
in some clubs should be placed on the same
footing as in the hotels. Such reform would
be to the advantage of everyone coacerned.
I do not see eye to eye with the Premier
when he says that he should receive from
f140,000 to £160,000 in revenue from the
trade. There is such a thing as killing the
goose that lays the golden egg. Just as
Surely as the provision for 9 per cent. be-

conies law, will the publicans pass on the
imposition on their business takings to the
consuming public. Should that be so, in-
stead of pa-ying 9d1. or 10d. for a nobbler of
whisky, thle consumer will have to pay IL
or Is. 2d. If the Premier would he satisfied
with 5 per cent, or 6 per cent, on the
liquor consumed, lie would secure a much
larger revenue, because if the enhanced
prices rule as I lpredict, inen. will refrain
front drinkinig. The hotelkeepers wvill not
be gamie to raise their prices beyond the
pretent scale, whereas if nine per cent, is
iniposed they will be compelled to charge
11o0e. In Committee somne aniendmnent
ought to he made of the proposed fees.
Anorher thing unfair in the Bill is the tax
the hotelkeeper has to pay on the duty paid
on spirits. That tax ought to be left out
altogether. Thle imposition of six per cent.
wvould bring in at least ;E10U,00 per anum.
I hope the Premier will not force the Bill
through in its present forum, because it con-
tais a. number of objectionable provisions
whlich call for considerable discussion. I
will support time second reading in the hope
that the Premier will allow the Bill to go
to a. select coinmm ittee. Then, at the be-
ginning of the next session1 aided by the
report of that select committee,' we shiall
be able to produce a really desirable
nmeatsure.

Mir, RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [1]
After all the deputations that have waited
OnL MiLnisters iii respect of the liquor qu--
tion, and the argunmnts indulged in at elec-
tion time, one would have thought the
Government would bring down a measure
bristling with reform. 1 have searched the
Bill, bitt I fail to see in it any great reformT.
I agree with the member for Norlm-)East
Freimantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) that there
is discernible right through the Bill a dis-
tictly retrograde tendency. There does not
appear to be any desire on the part of the
Premier for real reform. Therefore, I will.
vote against the second reading, for I be-
lieve a measure entirely suitable to the re-
quiremieats of thme people could have, been
brought down. ]Recently a poll on this ques-
tion was taken throughout the State, as a
result of which we are familiar with the views
of the majority of the people. It is because
of that, I say a suitable Dill could have been
framed. In all probability the Bill will pass
the second reading, but in Committee I will
have a good deal more to say. The Premier
conld not have been sincere in urging reform.
In may opinion he hss introduced the Bill
with the sole object of gaining revenue. It
is a clumsy way of achieving that purpose,
and I feel inclined to oppose any taxation
in this direction, because there are other
direct and more equitable mneans of raising
revenue. I am prepared to help the Gov-
ernment get money in other directions hut
not through the Bill. The Bill provides for
the taking of a local option poll, it is true,
but provision is also made that a three-fifthis
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majority must he gained to carry a question.
I am entirely opposed to anything but a
simple majority. Those interested in the
trade say that drink is a good thing for the
State, while on the other hand temperance
reformers declare that it is absolutely bad.
I ant not prepared to say whether it is good
or had. The Government, by providing for
a poll, show that they do not feel themselves
qualified to decide whether drink is good or
bad, and so they prefer to leave it to the
people. If the Government are prepared to
allow the people to settle the question, then
in my view it should be settled on a simple
majority, as would be any other question.
Again, the Bill provides that when a poll is
taken 30 per cent. of the electors on the roll
must vote in favour of a resolution before it
('an be carried. Why was this provision in-
serted? If the electors are so apathetic as
to neglect to turn up and vote, surely it is
their own fault, and not the fault of the
Government. It is entirely wrong for the
Government to say to those interested,
whether the liquor trade or the temperance
people, ''Von must provide a 30 per cent.
vote or else no notice will be taken of the
poll.'' It will be said that the three-fifths
majority is insisted upon So that there shalt
be no niecessity for taking the poll over again,
in case some districts go dIry in the first in-
stance. If we are going to base our argu-
ments on that, they will not ]told good for a
minute, because those who are interested irk
the liquor trade will not be prevented front en-
deavouring to take a poll as to whether the
trade should be reinstated. It does not mat-
ter what the majority is. If we are- going to
liave democratic government in Western Aus-
tralia, questions of this kind ruferr-ei to the
people should be decided by a simple ma-
.juritv' of the actual people voting at the
po01l. If the Government want to go further
wh ' lo not thci' introduce compulsory vot-
ing?

.kr. Johnston: Subinvo would he dry on
that hasis.

Mr. RICHlARDSoN: Possily, hil that
would not bother me. I do. not care whic-h.
war it goes. However, I contend that this is
not 'a denmicratic aleasure; therefore I trust
that if the Bill reaches Committee, there will
be sufficient members democratic enough to
say that tie vote shall bie decided by a simple
nmajority. I'rartinillyv the whole' of the Bill
has been discussed. I followvcd the remarlks
of the member for -North-East Fremantle
(Hon. W. C. Angwin) very carefully and, in
a general way, I endorse' what he said re-
gardting this great question. This Bill has;
become so mixed and involved in rveinu
ways that it will take days and probabtly
weeks of work in ('ommiittee before it can be
straightened out, and before a ntajoritv of
the members will lie able to understand lire-
eiselv what it aims at. Therefore, T trust
the Premier will .91cePrt thle sulg etio nf the
membier for Wagin (mr. Stubbs) and refer
the Bill to a se-lect comrmittee or 'Royval Crtm-
tmiscsion with a view to framing a measure

to bring about reforms and( give satisfaction
to a majority of the people. After travelling
through the whole of Australia. I have come
to the conclusion that the hotels in We-itern.
Australia are as well if not better conductedl
than those in the other States, and the same
applies to the clubs. However, it is not a
questtion whet her they are well conducted or
otherise. The question which is creating
greatest interest at present is whether the
liquor trade is to be continued or not. Evi-
dently the Government recognise this, because
they ore prepared to take a poll. It is pos-
sible to bring about many reforms in the
trade. Where a reduction is made and where
prohibition is put on one side, ninny reforms
which have been indicated by various speak-
ers might be made. But 1 agree with other
memibers that it is an impossible proposition.
to allow a new board to be created--call it
a reduction board, a licensing bench or what
wye will.

Hon. P. Collier: As a matter of fact its
work during the first three years will bei
increasing and not decreasing licenses, be-
cause they will have no money for reduction
purposes.

Mr. RICHARDSON.- I agree with the
Leader of the Opposition. The member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) remarked the other
night that there were still a few people in
Western Australia who were not yet on a
board. Perhaps the Premier has taken this
point into consideration, and wants to pro-
vide seats on a board for a few more peo-
ple. T am opposed to the creation of any
uc"' board under this measure. While I
cannot hope that the Bill will be defeated
on the second reading, I intend to tote
agaqinst it by way of protest, because I be-
lieve it has been brought down, not with the
idea of instituting any reform, but purely
and simply as means for gaining further
revenuIle.

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [1.25]: The
member for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) has
said there is no virtue in the Hill. From
what I hare heard, there seems to be a lot
of virtue in it, The measure seems to have
pleased a lot of people. The element who do
nt want the drink traffic at all are rather

pleused that such high duty is to be placed
upon it. There are publicns who are pleased
rtegardling the bona fie traveller clause, and
there is anoth~r elemenut who are pleased
liccause of the propiosed constitution of a
licenses4 redukction hoard. I am tolli that,
g~enerally spceaking, the tepiperance party are
highly satisfied with the measure; conse-
ipteuth' there must hie a good deal of virtue
ill the Bill.

lion. WX. C. Angwin: Did you get a letter
front the teipornnco people tn-day?

Mr. BOYLAND: No4'.
Rfon. IV. C. Angiuii: I rpenive-il twot sheets

ot proposed amendments from them.
'Mr. Richiardson: Then evidlently there is

too miwih virtue in the Bill.
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Mr. BOYLAND: Anything I say on this
measure I say from conviction; I do not
speak for any particular party. I quite agree
with what the member for Kanowna (Hon.
T. Walker) said. The high ideals of Labour
will be consummated when sobriety ii prac-
tised by labour. I thoroughly believe in
that. When we look around the commnunity
and at the homes of the people in the higher
social scale who are able to live on a better
standard than the workers, we do not find
a hotel near their doors, but when we go
amongst the workers, we find a hotel in
nearly every street. 'Why is this so? To
drag them down and keep them down and
get revenue from them; and, as a worker,
who has lived amongst workers, I most
strongly object to this kind of thing.

Hon. W. Cl. Angwin: This Bill will rq-
stilt in putting more in.

Mr. BOYLAND: It will be put on to the
workers in this way: If they consume liquor
to a greater extent than other sections of
the community, they will have to pay to a
greater extent.

Hon. WV. C. Aaigwin: I mnean that this Bill
will result in putting more hotels among
themn.

Mr. BOYLAND: That is so.
Mr. Davies: Where do you get that from?
Mr. BOYLAND: From Clause 39; resi-

dents may apply by petition and the number
of licenses may be increased. A good deal
has been said about the poor miner coming
off shift and -wanting his pot of beer. A
strong healthy man conling off shift cakn
stand that pot of beer, but -when miners'
complaint begins to affect that man, and
lie still takes his pot of beer, it is
merely helping him to find an earlier grave.
I speak with authority, for I can say that
every medical man whom I have laid to con-
sult during my illnesses laid down as one
of the first essentials that I should not touch
the accursed drink, because it plays up co
severely with the constitution of a main whose
health is on the decline. On the goldfields,
especially during war, we found that the
efficiency of the men engaged in the mining
industry was impaired as a result of drink,
and as late as to-day I heard of men who
were loud of their glass of whisky and
soda, and had voted for prohibition owing
to the inefficiency produced by the con-
sumption of alcohol. We had inl the
thralia district a ]nine which was just
about closed] down. The company threatened
to close down for Somle period if the State
hotel was not better controlled. That proves
the wvant of efficiency, and that it was caused
through the liquor tramlc. MyNl district votedl
for continuance. One has9 to consider that
element in the vote which was put before the
people. I do not say it was a. democratic
vote, but one hans to consider the majority of
the electors who vote. I am out to do that
uhichl democraCY says shouldl be dlone. So
far as the three-fifths majority vote is4 COn-
ecrnled, during the election camrpaign in Kal-
goorlie I stated that as a democrat I was

thoroughly opposed to that system. We are
elected to this House on a simple majority
vote, We should, therefore, carry oat this
principle in respect to other things. It is
provided in the Bill that the manner of vot-
ing shall be similar to that followed in the
election of members to serve in the Legisla-
tive Assembly. In another part of the Bill
it provides that a bare majority of residents
can present a petition to have an hotel or
club license granted. I do not understand
the anomaly in Clause 39. Why should a
three-fifths majority be required for the clos-
ing down of hotels? It is not democratic,
ani should not appear in the Bill. I believe
in compensation. By previous Acts and by
this Bill we arc countenancing the liquor
traffic. If the majority of the people say
they will have it, they shall get it so far as
I amn concerned. As a democrat, I must go
with the majority of the people. Those who
enter into the business and] are put out of
it by the vote of the people should be com-
pensated for their loss, for the reason that
the trade has been countenanced by the Gov-
ern meat. With respect to the closing hours,
opinions are rather mixed in my district.
Seine people want the hours from 9 till 11
and others from 9 to Q. Much depends on
thc conditions concerning the particular busi-
ness. The 9 to 9 closing house would be pref-
erable to the majority of the licensees on the
Eastern Goldfields. 'Most of them hav-e to
run their biisiness with the help of their fami-
lies, and tind( those hours quite long enough
for thenm. Mfedical ittca have told inc that
the, less I have to do with drnk, the better
it will be for ale and the longer I will live.
I have seen amen go dow-n within a few monthis
and, dlie because they have been heavy drink-
ers. They would hare their pots when they
were ill. Aui Illust ration of this was afforded
to us the other night by the memnber for
'Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker), Jr is no good
members Saying that a miner should have
his pot of beer. H~e can have thousands of
pots if he likes, but the drink will do him
no good unless hie is Strong enough to Stand
utp to it. If he is ailing it will have aL bad.
effect uponl himn. This is a Counittee Bill,
anid no dloubt will he torn to- pieces when it
reaches that stage. In the nmeantimne I in-
tend to sillpprt the second readling.

31r. SAMIPSON (Swam) [1.5]: The 8 per
ent. which it is proposed to charge to the
hrale is unreasonably high, especially when
ire remember that added to this there will he
1 per cent, for compensation. This will make
it incvreasingly difficult for licensed hou ' ses to
be conducted on goad lines. I am pleased to
see that provisgion is being made for a license
reduction hoard. This is a step in the right
direction, and will do more towards advane-
ilng the principles of tcmnperancef than any-
thing else in the Bill. Local option ha%
proved a failure. A,% ire know, the rcqiult of
the vats is that hontels, in outlying districts
nre being closed1, andl those in more closely
settled ccaltrv's are remaining open, There
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have been no reductions in congested areas.
The clause which will have the effect of
doing away with lEona-fide travellers may
be necessary so far as Perth, Fremntle
and perhaps other closg'ly settled emitres
Znrc- conCernked, but it will create a hardship
in nmnny country districts. A traveller pro-
ceeding either to York, or Northamn, for in-
bt-'Ine, should reasonably expe. t to lie able
tn obtain. some refreshments wlhen he gets
there. 'Under the Bill, unless he become,; a
lodger, be cannot obtain such refreshmenit.
No evil ean arise if foo.l aud drink are taken
in moderation. A lodger can have drink with
his mneals, and if a traveller becomes a lodger
nd is registered, lie may also obtain a drink,
Doctors assert that there is just as much in-
jnry caused. to the human systein by over-
eating as by i'xcessive drinking. 1 do0 not
suggest there should he excessive drinking.
The 'rise muan it; hie who sips at the pleasures
of life, and exercises teniperance in all things.
Under local option there is no provision1 with
iegard to giving the local wvine growers
the right to buy ani sell wvine and spirits
for maturing and blending purposes in
those districts where local option is carried.
If provision ',s not made along these
lines the industry concerned will be in dan-
ger of dying ouit. The local wine making
industry is an important one. There is
another phase of the matter which has
been overlooked. A charge of 8 per cent.
i0 to be made on purchases of wines and
spirits for blending, and this has again to
he paid by the purchaser w-hen it is
added to the wine sold to the consumer.
I do not know how the difficulty regarding
bona fide travellers is to be got over, but
undoubtedly one duty which we owe to the
reuple, and particularly the country rcsi-
dents and those who travel in'Ohe country,
is to provide something in this respect, be-
cause the cutting out of the bona fide sec-
tion will impose a hardship upon the two
classes I have mentioned; and they, in
effect, mean practically the whole of the
community. I shall vote for the second
reading.

Mr. MUNSIE (Rannans) (1-41 a&m4: At
this early hour of the morning I shall not detain
the House very long, but I cannot let the second
reading go without entering my protest against
the introduction of so important a measure as
this, either by the present Government or any
other Government, within eight days of the
close of the session. I ask the Premier, is it
fair to call upon hon. members to consider the
Bill at this stage of the session ? At least a
week will be required by this House to deal with
the measure. I do not say that hecause I have
any intention of stone-walling it. But even
if half the members of this House never opened
their mouths while the Bill was in Committee,
it could not get to another place earlier than
this day week. Then the other place would
lhavs to manage the first reading, the second
reading, the Committee stage, and the third
reading within two days. By such -methods
good legislation cannot be produced. De-

putations with reference to the licensing law
of the country waited upon the Government
weeks before Parliament met for this session,
and I want to know why the Government have
held hack the Bill to this late stage. I cannot
assign any genuine reason for the delay, except
that it is due to pure neglect. And now the
Government call upon members to pass the
Bill without our having time to consider it, and
without the people having time to realise what
the Bill, if passed, will mean to them. A good
deal has been said about the Victorian legislat ion
of which this Bill is stated to be a copy. I have
read the Bill right through twice or thrice, in
addition to going through it once side by side
with the principal Act in order to discover the
divergencies. While I admit that several clauses
of thte Bill are like those of the Victorian measure,
the principles of the Victorian Act are not to be
found in this Bill at all. My honest opinion is
many members are under a mnisconception re-
garding the reel nature of the Victorian measure.
I have heard hon. members here say that the
reduction board of Victoria have done splendid
work, inasmuch as they have reduced the number
of licenses in small areas, where they are not
required. But that statement is incorrect.

Mr. Davies : It was published in the Press.
Mr. IfUNSIE -. I do not care what was pub-

lished in the Press. A member of the Victorian
board was in Western Australia within the lest
three months, and I had the pleasure of a couple
of hours' conversation with that gentleman.
He told me that the Victorian system was
out of date, and now absolutely useless,
for the simple reason that at the last general
election the Victorian people voted for con-
tinuance. Thus the board cannot reduce the
number of hotels by even one. In a portion of
Melbourne which is called the slum area, I
suppose because members of the working classes
reside there, not one license has been taken
away. Thb Victorian people had the opportunity
of voting either continuance, or reduction, or
abolition ; and they voted for continuance.
The Victorian systemn is an absolute fare and
failure. Let me give an illustration: In one
licensing Oistrict there were only two hotels, and
these were the two finest country hotels in the
entire State of Victoria. They were admitted
by the licensing bench to be two of the best con-
ducted hotels in Victoria. On the other had,
in the city of Melbourne, there are numerous
little hotels built 40 or 60 years ago, and by no
means complying with the conditions of the
licensing law of modern days. But there they
arm, with their licenses ; and the people voted
continuance, and so these hotels have to remain,
But that Victorian country district with the
two palatial hotels voted " no license," and
those two hotels had to be closed. The present
Victorian system means that there may be four
different atmospheres in Bourke-street, Mel-
bourne : dry on one side, and wet on the other
side, in Bourk-street east ; and wet on one
side, and dry on the other side, in Bourke-street
west. Under the Victerian Act, conditions
are much worse than those now pravafling here.

Mr. Davies: Do you know how many hotels
the Victorian board have closed in Melbourne ?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes; 330. Does the hon.
member know how many hotels they have closed
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in Port Melbourne ? They have dlosed none
there, because Port Melbourne voted continuance.

Mr. Davies: The board have closed 900 odd
hotels.

Mr. MVKSIE : They closed them where it
was not necessary to close them.

Mr. Davies:- Do you contend that the board
ought to be supreme over the people

Mr. MUNSIE .Either there is no necessity
for a board such as this Bill proposes to create,
or there is no necessity for a hoard in a State
like Victoria, the licensing districts in which
consist of small areas. We must either have
the board and give them power, or let the people
have that power themselves. Even with the
provisions as they stand now, the board could
only close about go per cent. of the hotels. 1t
they had full jurisdiction, they could do muach
better work than under t he Victorian system.
I mention this fact because so many hon. memn-
berm have lauded the Government for introducing
the system in Western Australia and copying
that of Victoria. If I had the opportunity
of deciding between the Victorian system or that
which operates to-day in Western Australia,
I would prefer our system, in thle interests of the
people themselves. Under the Bill the Govern-
ment propose to create a board. That boaAr
cannot do anything hut increase licenses for
three yearsi.

Mr. Davies: No; the Bill says the board
cannot increase the number of licenses where
the people voted for reduction or no license.

M r. 4MIJKIE : Yes, I admit that, but how
many districts around the metropolitan area are
affected ? The Leederville, Canning, end Clare-
mont licensing districts voted for reduction.
Continuance was favoured in every other licensing
district hr the metropolitan suburban area-
It must be remembered that the greater portion
of Leederville is not included in the Leederville
licensing district, but is included in the Subiaco-
Leederville district who voted for continuance.
To that extent, the board cannot reduce licenses
there within three years, but have only power
to increase them.

Mr. Johnston: Unless "no license" were car-
ried.

Mr. 3CUNSIE: And the people cannot vote
on that question for another three years. Thus,
the only right we arc giving the' board under
the Bill is a~s I suggest. The people are only to
have the right to vote on one question. We ame
not to give them the right to vote for con-
tinuance or reduction, but on the one question
of no license.

MNfr. Davies: You are wrong there again.
If the people do not vote no-license, they vote
continuance.

Mr. 3fUNSIE : That is so, hut under the
present conditions they can vote reduction and
still have the licenses increased.

Hfon. P. Collier: The people can vote con-
tinuance and the board can reduce.

Mr. MUNSIE:. Of course they can.
Hon. P. Collier:- The board can shut up every

license in the district, although the people have
Voted Continuance.

Mr. MTJNSIE: The whole Bill wants re-
drafting. The Premier may laugh, but that
is the position.-

The Minister for Agriculture: They want the
Dill in Kalgoorlie.

Mr. M UXSIJI : Why ?
The Minister for Agriculture : To get com-

pensation.
Mr. -USE Of course.
M3r. Heron: In any case, they do not want it

there.
MNr. MUNSIE : They want compensation

although they have had the ten yearn' provision
in existence ! It has been stated that the people
voted for continuance in order to get greater
reduction, but I cannot understand how that
argument can be advanced.

Mr. Davies: They may have a good ex-
planation.

Mr. 3fUNSIE: Reference has been made to
the revenue to be obtained under the Bill. If
we give the Premier the whole of his satici-
pations in that connection, he will only get
£17,000 per annum on account of the one per
cent. payment to the compensation fund. The
whole of the expenses of the board constitute
the first charge upon the fund. The Premier
anticipates that those charges will not amount
to more than £3,000. I think the Premier is as
far out in that estimate, as he is regarding his
estimate of what lie will get in the aggregate
from the Bill. As time goes on, he will naturally
get less and less. Admitting the expenses will
only reach £3,000, however, that leaves £14,000
on account of the one per cent. payment.
Leaving Kalgoorlie and Boulder out of the
question .altogether, how many hotels will that
amount provide for? If that amount were to
be applied in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder dis-
tits, £14,000 would compensate: for the closing
of a considerable numberof hotels there. Taking
the metropolitan suburban area, however, how
many hotels would that amount cover? It
would not provide fur mnore than two or three
hotels.

Hlon. P, Collier: They wvill be am much
entitled to it ats the licensees whose premises
may he shut up next )tareh.

Mr. MUNSIE:- That is so. I have not heard
any hon. member referring to the Victorian
system draw attention to the fact that at the
outset of the system in that State the Govern-
nment provided a lump sumn to inaugurate the
system. By that means, the reduction board
had money to work upon from the very outset.

Hon. P. Collier: Could we apply our deficit in
that direction ?

Mr. MUNSIE: That would not be a had
scheme. The Victorian Government provided
that fund from either Consolidated Revenue or
Loan moneys.

Mr. Davies: You do not advocate that in
connection with this Bill ?

Mr. MUNSIE: No- In addition to that, the
'Victorian Governiment gave the hoard all the
tio;es and fees collected in connection with the
liquor trade.

Mr. Mann: They do not do that now.
Mr. MIUNSIE:. No, but they did so at the

start. Then hoa. members get up and praise
the Government for introducing the Victorian
systemn, when in fact it is being done only in
name, and nothing can be elfeeted for three yearn

Mr. Davies: Distant fields look greenest.
Mr. MUNSIE :That is so. It is an

anomialy to vall the board a licenses reduc-
tion board when, as a matter of fact, all
that the board can do for the next three
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Years will be to increase licenses. They
cannot reduce licenses, becaule they have
no money with which to pay compensation.
I am not too keen on monetary eompensa-
dion. For the nine years I hare been in
IParliamient I have been a strong believer
in time compensation.

Mr. Mann: It is never too late to mend.
Mr. MCNSIE: In my opinion it is a

rent pity compensation was Dot introduced
10 years ngo, when the Licensing Act was
passed. If the Bill gets into Committee I
hope it will be possible to reduce the
standard of liquor, which in this State is
much too high. In Engind to-day the
standard -s 35 per cent. under proof,
lviiereas we insist upon 2-5 per cent. A Man
in the trade has told tue that no genuine
business inait with any respect for himself
or his 'business would go below 221/ per
cent. under proof, notwithstanding which
the law says it must be 25 per cent, under
rroof and no further. I hope the Com-
mittee *ill be able to devise some means to
reduce the strength of the liquor consumied
in Western Australia.

Mr. Johnston: It is 35 per cent. under
proof in Sooth Australia.

Mr, MIJNSIE: Yes, but there are con-
ditions attached.

Mr. Mann: In South Australia it is the
sanme as in England, namely 35 per cent.
nuder proof.

Mr, MUNSIE:. I realise the possibility of
many of the whisky firms objecting to a
reduction of the standard in Western Aus-
tralia. However, their objection would
make for the benefit of the people. There
are one or two good provisions in the Bill.
The best is that dealing with clubs, which
I think ought to be brought under the con-
ditions governing hotels. Men say "It is
all very well proposing that clubs shall be
brought under the conditions relating to
hotels, but what is a single man to do, the
man who has no home?" In my opinion,
it we were to abolish clubs there would be
fewer single men in Western Australia.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!
Mr. MUNSIE: And that would be a very"

good thing for the State. I hold no brief
for the able-bodied single man. We have
in this State plenty of young women
capable of becoming the finest wives and
mothers in the world. I have no time for
the young man who remains single. Let
him get married and, if possible, rear a
family.

.Mr. Johnston: It is not always the single
man's fault.

Mrs. Cowan: Ye;, it is.
Mr. MJNf;TSIE: In 99 cases of everyv 100

it is. Either the man himself is too mean
to keep a wife, or he is too bashful to pro-
pose to a maid. In some cast's of course, he
is too bad a cbnracter for any woman to
veept.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know that this
hq anything to do with the Bill.

Mr. MITNSIE: No, other than it relates
to single mien congregating in clubs.
Mr. Johnston: Of the three classes you

mention, I should prefer to be among the
bashfl.

Mr. MUNSIE : I ean assure the hon.
member that I do not Class him with the
bashful men. We can do more with this
Bill in Committee than on the second read.
ing. I hope the Bill will not become law
during this session.

Mr. Mann: Why put off the evil days
Mr, MUNSIE: B ecause we shall have an

altogether better measure introduced next
time. I do not think it possible to make a
good Bill of this one, even in Committee.
It is not really a reform Bill; it is purely
a Bill for the purpose of raising extra
revenue. There again, I want to enter a
protest against a proposal to tax the excise
and import duty on the liquor, as well as
the liquor itself. That is entirely nfair.
The Swan Brewery charges £4 12s. for a
hogshead of beer. Added to that is the
duty of £;4 Ils., or a total of £E9 3s. The
Premier proposes to collect 9 per cent. on
the £9 3s.

Mr. Boyland:- That is why some people
like the Bill.

Mr. MfUNSIE: Somec of the temperance
people would like the Dill for that reason,
because if it became law, instead of the
Premier deriving £110,000 extra revenue from
it, he would scarcely get 110,000 shillings.
I say this because we may raise tme price of
a luxury to snuch a figure that people will not
buy it, and I take it that no one will argue
that drink is not, to an extent, a luxury. If
this 9 per cent. is added, the price will be
ine .reased, and I believe that less drink will
then be Consumed. This probably will be a
good tbing for the community. I endorse
the remarks of the member for Kanowna. I
am not a wowser; I have a drink when I
feel so inclined and I know when to stop,
but in the interests of the working class peo-
ple, not only in this State but the world
over, it would he a Godsend if drink were
cut out altogether. I oppose the second read-
ing.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [2.11]: I sup-
port the Bill.

Mr. MONEY (Bunibury) [2."2]: One can-
not fail to feel rather perturbed when con-
templatiug the volme of work which this
House will be called upon to dto befnee
Christmas. We are nowv dealing with a Bill
to amend anL Act containing over 200) sec-
tions, and we have to consider numerous
amendments to that amending Bill. This
Bill contains no fewer than 74 clauses hear.
ing on a contentions subject which,. when it
was before the Rouse in 1911, nccupied meni-
herg' attention for seen( four or five weeks.

'Mr. Munsie: The Licensing Bill and the
Redistribution of Seats Bill on that occasion
occupied over three months.
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Mr. MONEY: Realising the impossibility
of giving full consideration before Christmas
to a subject embracing 15 or 16 different
licenses, I suggest that the Bill be reduced to
two clauses. One of these should provide
to reduce the standard of liquor, and thereby
reduce the drinking propensities of the comn-
munity, because the very Object of liquor
legislation and reform is to reduce intoxi-
cation among the people. Therefore, if Nye
reduce the standard of liquor, as has been
done elsewhere, the outcome will be a more
temperate people. The second object of the
Bill is to raise revenue. In this House a
dozen methods have been suggested as to
what should be done, as to who is to pay and
how much should be paid. I would balance
the standard of liquor with the revenue re-
quired. As the standard of liquor was re-
-duced, say from 25 to 35, 1 would impose
on the profits a tax and mnake the two equal.
I think if is impossible to deal with the
measure this session, and I suggest that the
Bill be reduced to two clauses in the way
I have indicated.

Mr. LtYTEY (Brownhill-Ivnohoe) [2.14]:
1 intend to vote against the second reading
,of the Bill. I regard it as a taxation meas-
ure and, as such, I object to it, because there
are other ways in which the Premier could
have raised additional revenue. In the Closer
Settlement BiUl the Premier could have
provided for the taxation of unimproved
land values as means of raising revenue. It
is p)ropnqed to impose taxation of 8 per cent.
onl the whole of the purchases. When
£600,000 represents taxation by the Federal
authorities, it is absolutely wrong that this
amount which goes to the Commnonwealth
Treasury should be taxed a second time. So
long as the profits from the liquor traffic
are paid into general revenue, we shall al-
ways be faced with the present position. I
would support a measure providing that all
profits from the liquor traffic be set apart
for a specific purpose, instead of being paid
into Consolidated Revenue as now. The de-
sire for profits front the liquor consumed
oin the railway dining ears is probably re-
sponsible for much of the bad management
of these ears. There was an attempt to set
the Perth section against the.-Kalgoorlie sec-
tion, and I was informed that on one occa-
sion the profit -was Over 300 per cent. It is
wrong that this should he so, and the wrong
will continue so long as the profits are paid
into general revenue instead of being ear-
marked for a particular purpose, thus pre-
ventig the Government from profiteering
even more than business people. In a State
like Western Australia, the liquor question
is largely a geographical question. What
may suit the metropolitan area or the South-
West may not be suitable at Wyndham or
on the goldfields. What itay suit one particu-
lar section of the community may not suit the
whole of the conmunity. Special attention
should be devoted to the class of liquor sup-
plied. It has been said-I cannot vouch for
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the truth of the statement-that a brewery
in this State advertised for a brewer, who,
after making inquiries, refused to take the
appointment, remarking ''Whbat you want is
a chemist, not a brewer.''

'Mr. Sampson: Which brewery was that?
Mr. LUTEY: I am not mentioning the

name. Sometime ago the liquor manufactured
in this State comnpared more than favourably
with that manufactured in the Eastern States.
The fact of this measure being brought be-
fore the House at such a late period of the
session reminds one of the old saying that the
sting of the scorpion is in the tail. There is
a bad sting in this tail-end of the session
legislation, and T only wish I could say some-
thing sufficiently stinging to cause the Pre-
mnier to withdraw the Bill. If this were
done, much fuller consideration could be given
to this important question than will be pos-
sible at this stage of the session. Unlike the
L~eader of the Country Party, who contented
himself by merely stating that he supported
the Bill, I thought it advisable to express my
views a little more fully.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrs.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angelo
BoyLand
Broun
Carter
Cowan

Davies
Durrick
Gibson
Harrison
Hlckmott
Johnston
H. K. Maley

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Heron
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Mcallum

Mr. Denton
Mr. George
Mr. A. Thomson

- --- - - 22
- --- - - 13

- - 9

Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr, Pickering
Mr. Piesso
Mr. Sampsonm
Mr. J. H. Smith
Air. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

AYES

NES

P&L"s

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Muosle
Richardson
J. M. Smith
Troy
Wilson
Willcock

(Teller.)

Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lamobert

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 2.U? a.m. (Thursday).
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